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1 Introduction

Sabine von Mering and
Timothy Wyman McCarty

In recent years scholars have begun to recognize the surprising growth of
various forms of international cooperation and identification among radical
right-wing movements, especially in Europe. This book aims to explore this
phenomenon further by opening up new directions for scholarly inquiry follow-
ing trajectories of radical or extremist right-wing activity and thought across
the European continent and even across the Atlantic to the US.1 Although
right-wing groups have for the most part avoided formally organizing across
borders, there is a surprisingly long tradition of international networking of
texts, ideologies, and tactics going back at least to the widespread distribution
of such anti-Semitic texts as The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and Henry
Ford’s The International Jew. Contemporary developments suggest that such
international networking is on the rise, and formal international cooperation
among right-wing extremists may indeed be on the horizon. Scholars rightly
have been critical of journalistic accounts that tend to overestimate the inter-
nationalization of right-wing extremism. However, recent studies have demon-
strated the existence of some troubling trends. In particular, globalization and
the rise of Islamophobia have provided renewed motivation for transnational
cooperation and an increase in populist movements, while the simultaneous
introduction of the Internet has supplied the medium. The studies in this
volume investigate various manifestations of such trends and show that these
developments are not restricted to the European continent alone.

Almost 25 years have passed since the Berlin Wall fell, which the communist
regime had called the “anti-fascist protection wall” (Antifaschistischer Schutz-
wall ). At the time the fall was hailed as the end of decades of fierce antagonism
between the two opposing political ideologies in East and West, and expected
to usher in a period of peaceful unification (first in Germany, then in Europe,
and finally around the globe). Contrary to these expectations, Europe and the
US are confronted today with radicals and extremists on multiple fronts. A
time of global financial and economic uncertainty likely goes hand in hand
with political radicalization, as those who see parallels between the present
developments and those of the late 1920s are eager to point out.2 However,
speculations about the exact role of the Internet, Islamophobia, and globali-
zation also raise many new questions and require readdressing questions we



may have thought previously settled. Who are the people who join radical
right-wing parties and extremist movements? What makes them join? What
unites extremists’ perspectives across national boundaries?What are they hoping
to accomplish? Where are the boundaries between radical right-wing thought
and extremist violence? How much more dangerous is this extremism in an
increasingly interconnected world? Understanding and responding to these
explosive political fringes has become increasingly difficult with rapid changes
in the mechanisms of activism, recruitment, and communication. In this book
we will focus primarily on what is generally described as a radical right-wing
phenomenon and its extremist forms, although we are aware that the distinc-
tion between radicals on the left and right has always been blurred, not only
in former communist countries, but also among radical elements in the US.

In Europe the growing influence of such parties as the French Front National,
the Austrian Freiheitliche Partei Österreichs, the Dutch Partij voor de Vrijheid,
and the Belgian Vlaams Blok proves that right-wing extremist thought is becom-
ing a mainstream phenomenon. As David Art, who studies recent successes
and failures of right-wing parties in Europe, observes in his book Inside the
Radical Right: The Development of Anti-Immigrant Parties in Western Europe,
“it is now difficult to imagine West European politics without radical right
parties” (Art 2011: xi). Political developments in Hungary and Serbia suggest
that former communist territories in Eastern Europe are equally if not more
likely to embrace radical right-wing ideology. Compared to Europe, the US
has seen relatively few radical challenges to its dominant two-party political
system. Instead, developments in the US follow a different pattern, where
individual radical acts seem more likely than radical movements. Scholars
warn, however, that such acts must be understood as parts of a larger context,
as Pete Simi argues: “When small groups and even single individuals commit
acts of violence on behalf of a larger cause, these incidents should be viewed as
part of a larger strategy of violence and not simply as random acts of isolated
violence by deranged individuals” (Chapter 9, this volume).

In response to these developments, this volume draws together the work of
scholars from Europe and the US, each of whom investigates contemporary
radical right-wing activity from a distinct geographic and methodological per-
spective. This volume seeks to begin a transatlantic conversation among scho-
lars of extremism across disciplines with deep regional expertise in the hope
that their specialized knowledge may be brought to bear on what appears to
be an increasingly prevalent problem. Through this conversation, we hope our
readers gain an understanding not only of the particular trends of right-wing
radicalism in Europe and the US, but also of the broader global context for
these trends and their potential future direction.

The internationalization of right-wing radicalism

Cross-border collaborations among left-wing radicals have been a familiar
phenomenon at least since Karl Marx and Mikhail Bakunin worked together
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in the First Internationale. By contrast, given its traditional embrace of nation-
alism and antipathy toward any forms of globalism, right-wing radicalism has
tended to stick closer to home. However, in recent years a growing number of
right-wingers have fused an anti-globalist ideology with a highly internationalist
approach to activism.

This paradoxical stance points to a phenomenon that we aim to address in
this volume, called by Thomas Grumke the “internationalization of right-
wing extremism” (Chapter 2, this volume). Indeed, one of the most striking
ironies underlying right-wing movements today is their professed antipathy
towards the notion of international collaboration, a position that contrasts
sharply with their steadily increased sharing of information and methods
across borders. That the elite among right-wing nationalists unabashedly
embrace and celebrate their unity was evident when 3,000 international sup-
porters congregated in Vienna on January 27, 2012 to waltz at the traditional
ball of Austria’s right-wing fraternities on the day traditionally reserved for
Holocaust commemoration (Paterson 2012). Free Party of Austria (Frei-
heitliche Partei Österreichs—FPÖ) chairman Heinz-Christian Strache fanned
the flames when he claimed that the assembled had become “the new Jews” in
a world dominated by left-wing extremists (almost 5,000 demonstrators staged
a protest outside Vienna’s Hofburg palace where the ball was held).3 The
incident confirms what Bert Klandermans explains in Chapter 5, namely that
the stigmatization of right-wing radicals contributes to forging unity among
them. Other uniting factors that connect right-wingers on both sides of the
Atlantic are their shared belief in traditional gender roles, exaggerated militarism,
and an exclusionary form of Christianity.

Even on the violent extremist end of the far-right spectrum there are signs
of international ties. Anders Behring Breivik, the Norwegian who was found
guilty of detonating a bomb in front of government buildings in Oslo and then
going on to shoot 69 young people at a summer camp on the small Norwegian
island of Utøya on July 22, 2011, is an example. On the day of the attack Breivik
released his manifesto on the Internet detailing his plans for a “conservative
cultural revolution” against the European tendency toward “cultural Marxism,
multiculturalism, globalism, feminism, emotionalism, suicidal humanism, [and]
egalitarianism” (Breivik 2011). The document draws upon a wide array of
international sources such as the manifesto of the American “Unabomber”
Ted Kaczynski, and pairs calls for a shared “duty as Europeans to prevent the
annihilation of our identities” (ibid.) with demands to dismantle the European
Union (EU) and boycott the United Nations (UN).

Globalization

Globalization in general is an obvious explanation for the growing inter-
nationalization of radical right-wing movements. Within Europe, the increasing
impact of the EU on people’s lives over the past two decades has inspired the
paradoxical emergence of transnational cooperation among those opposed to
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European unification. Perhaps most surprising on this front is the cooperation
of radical right parties in the European Parliament, leading to the emergence
of a class of what Dimitri Almeida has called “Europeanized Eurosceptics”
(Almeida 2010: 237–53) which is primarily represented by the Members of
the European Parliament (MEPs) in the “European Alliance of Freedom”
(EAF). The group is made up of MEPs from the UK, Belgium, Austria, and
Sweden, among several others. Although such efforts at formal organization
of right-wing radicals on the European level have for the most part failed,
their existence suggests that we have only just begun to see the effects of such
transnational cooperation.4

Recognizing these trends, sociologist Jens Rydgren has analyzed the “cross-
national diffusion” of a newly emergent “master frame combining ethno-
nationalism based on ‘cultural racism’ (the so-called ‘ethno-pluralist’ doctrine)
and a populist (but not antidemocratic) anti-political establishment rhetoric,”
which has slowly contributed to the rise of the extreme right in Europe over
the course of the last four decades (Rydgren 2005: 413–37). The result is a
growing shift toward an embrace of transnational conceptions of pan-Aryan
identity, or in somewhat less radical contexts, shared white Christian heritage.

Right-wing extremists in the US have been ahead of their European coun-
terparts in constructing a conception of a more global right-wing identity. In
the US conceptions of a shared European heritage and identity—typically
associated with the concept of whiteness—are much more familiar than on the
other side of the Atlantic. Following the successes of the Civil Rights Move-
ment in the US, many right-wing extremists regrouped in the 1980s under the
auspices of what has sometimes been called “new racism.”5 In this context,
white supremacists sought broader legitimacy by presenting “a version of white
supremacy that is intellectualized, sanitized, and distanced from images of
ignorance and violence,” leading to the development of a “pan-ethnic imperative”
in which “white supremacists find themselves reluctantly arguing for inclusion in
an ethnic/minority cultural framework because they see it as a pragmatic approach
that will help them in achieving their goals” (Berbrier 1998: 498–516).

However, even this conception of transnational white or European identity
is not uncomplicated. In the first place, right-wing extremists share with much
of mainstream American political culture a deep ambivalence toward Europe,
given the dynamic of a sense of shared European heritage against the back-
drop of a state forged in large part by those who purposefully left Europe
behind, both through immigration and revolution.6 Further complicating
matters is the right-wing antipathy to contemporary European politics, which
are seen by Americans as irredeemably socialist and otherwise beholden to
left-wing ideologies.7

Islamophobia

Opposition to European unification traditionally arose in Europe among those
who perceived the continental union as a threat to sovereignty in general, and
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to their own national identity in particular. This has begun to change as the
growing influence of Islamophobia is contributing to the development of a
pan-European conception of identity that right-wingers perceive as threatened
by growing Muslim populations.8 The move toward a post-national national-
ism inspired by both European unification and Islamophobia could already
be seen in attempts by far-right parties to oppose Turkey’s bid for full member-
ship in the EU (Zuquete 2008: 331). Although the opposition itself is unsur-
prising, it is nonetheless striking to see nationalist activists across Europe
uniting in common cause to uphold a conception of the purity of the EU.

Difficulties with immigration and the integration of predominantly Muslim
immigrants have been the key sources of the rise in right-wing extremist
activity, as recent revelations and the continuing scandal surrounding investi-
gations into the infamously labeled “Döner-Murders” in Germany confirm.9

Indeed, the devastating killings in Norway at the end of July 2011 were only
the most bloody in a string of events that highlight the difficulty Western
countries are facing in the process of integrating mostly Muslim minorities.10

The growing number of clashes between Islamic extremists and neo-Nazis in
Germany in 2012 further served to highlight this growing dilemma. In many
cases, too, politicians are fanning the flames: in August 2010, economist and
Social Democratic Party (SPD) member Thilo Sarrazin had to resign from
the German Federal Bank after causing a major stir with the publication of
his book Deutschland schafft sich ab. Wie wir unser Land aufs Spiel setzen
(Germany Does Away with Itself. How we are Gambling with Our Country), in
which he criticized what he saw as the failure of German efforts at integrating
“stupid” Muslim immigrants. German Chancellor Angela Merkel received a
standing ovation in October 2010 after saying that “of course, the approach
[to build] a multicultural [society] and to live side by side and to enjoy each
other … has failed, utterly failed” (BBC News 2010). In February 2011 Brit-
ish Prime Minister David Cameron claimed at a joint Munich conference
with Merkel that it was due to the decades-old policy of multiculturalism that
Islamic extremism was thriving in Britain, causing a storm of protest from
British Muslims. In June of 2011 Dutch right-wing politician Geert Wilders,
leader of the Freedom Party (Partij voor de Vrijheid) was acquitted of charges
of “incitement to hatred and discrimination” that had been brought against
him in conjunction with his controversial 2008 anti-Muslim film Fitna.11

French right-wing politicianMarine Le Pen, then still a contender for the French
presidency, decided to remain silent in July 2011 after fellow Front National party
member Jacques Coutela had called Breivik an ‘icon’ in an online blog post.
Coutela was later suspended from the party.

While many European countries are seeing anti-Muslim activity increase
and reach a level of mainstream acceptance, conservatives are stoking fears of
the implementation of Sharia law in the US—most prominent among them
the former Speaker of the House of Representatives Newt Gingrich, a failed
contender for the Republican presidential nomination (Shane 2011). Even
more pointedly than the EU, the perceived threat of Muslim immigrants and

Introduction 5



so-called ‘creeping Sharia’ (Boorstein 2010) has inspired not only transna-
tional cooperation, but also a surprising move toward redefining the terms of
right-wing politics in such a way as to draw more clearly a contrast with con-
ceptions of Muslims. As Jose Pedro Zuquete has argued, “the concept of ‘Islam’
galvanizes group action: as the group rallies in ‘defense’ against Islamization,
new issues emerge, existent issues heighten or decline in prominence, party
objectives become reconsidered and new alliances form against the ‘threat’ of
this ‘common enemy’” (Zuquete 2008: 321–44).

This is evident in the rhetoric of the infamous Dutch politician Geert Wilders,
whose steadfast anti-Islam stances have made him a hero to right-wingers
across Europe and the US. As Zuquete shows, Wilders’s vision for Europe
nonetheless represents a departure from traditional right-wing radicalism. In
attempts to draw the most pointed contrasts between his idealized Europe
and the perceived threat posed by conservativeMuslims, Wilders has been willing
not only to invoke Enlightenment principles and “Judeo-Christian civiliza-
tion,” but also such unlikely markers of Western civilization as “liberal values
mostly achieved since the 1960s, such as gay rights and gender equality”
(Buruma 2011).

Such deceptively progressive rhetoric is not universally accepted among
right-wing radicals, many if not most of whom continue to harbor traditional
conservative views about culture and sovereignty, but it cannot be denied that
the effort to draw contrasts between Islam and the (European) West have
contributed to shifts in both rhetoric and tactics. The perception of Islam as a
threat to Western civilization in general represents a further incentive for
transnational cooperation among extreme right-wing activists. As the notion
of defending Europe and the West from the influence of Islam has become
dominant among right-wing radicals, “the defense of the original communities
by these groups has been increasingly extended to the international level, and
does not limit itself to the borders or territories of the country” (Zuquete 2008:
329). Since Islamophobia is also one of the key factors uniting members of
the radical right in Europe with those in the US, we will likely see transnational
political action increase in this area in the years ahead.

The Internet

The political and institutional incentives for the internationalization of right-
wing radicalism represented by globalization and Islamophobia have been
undoubtedly spurred on by the advent of mass communication technologies—
most notably the Internet—which simplify the coordination and diffusion of
tactics and ideas. The notion of Internet-fueled political activism has become
so familiar as to seem nearly unremarkable, but in the context of traditional
right-wing technophobia and emphasis on privacy, the degree to which the
radical right has embraced the Internet as a means of communication and
organization is perhaps something of a surprise. Despite this, right-wing extre-
mists have been active from the earliest days of the Internet. As early as the
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mid-1980s, beginning with unsophisticated bulletin board networks such as
the Aryan Nations Liberty Net, and emerging as a formidable web presence
with the creation of the white supremacist hub Stormfront in 1995, “the far
right has enthusiastically taken advantage of the new medium, and sees it as a
powerful vehicle through which to spread its message” (Michael 2003: 179).
In this vein, American white supremacist David Duke has said that “internet
proficiency is as important to our cause as was learning to use a sword in the
Middle Ages or a long rifle in the American Revolution” (Duke 1998, in
Michael 2003: 179).

Yet, where many followed Duke in seeing the Internet “as a way to bypass
the mainstream media and as a primary recruiting tool, like all activists,
right-wing extremists have seen their high hopes for the internet somewhat
blunted by reality” (Potok 2004: 53). The Internet has not yielded the boom
in radical right-wing activity by empowering and activating the ‘silent majority’
as envisioned by Duke and others, but it has had the effect of establishing
more wide-ranging networks, as “formerly isolated radical racists discovered
like-minded people all over the country, and came to feel that they were part
of a real movement—not simply social outcasts” (ibid.). Whether or not it has
been effective in recruitment, the Internet has strengthened existing networks
and provided opportunities for greater cooperation and communication, con-
necting extremists from around the world. Such networking also allows extre-
mists to take advantage of different legal systems: while the publication of
materials that deny the Holocaust and glorify the Nazis is illegal in Germany,
for example, German extremists can freely download such materials from US
sites where they are protected by the First Amendment.12

Scholarship: new directions

As extremists have responded to contemporary developments by looking beyond
their traditionally sacrosanct borders in order to cope better with political
realities, scholars of extremism must seek knowledge and methodological tools
about these movements outside of national and disciplinary bounds. Com-
parativists in both political science and sociology have led the way in this regard
and their work is invaluable in confronting the growing internationalization
of right-wing radicalism. We seek to further the comparative project by drawing
scholars with regional expertise together in this volume with the hopes of
inspiring conversation across the traditional divisions of Western and Eastern
Europe and the US.

How do the enduring features of right-wing radicalism relate to our rapidly
changing world? The interdisciplinary articles in this volume seek to answer
this question by highlighting the complex mechanisms contemporary right-
wing radicals in Europe and the US develop in response to globalization. The
scholars bring a diversity of methodological, geographic, and disciplinary
expertise to bear on the problem of right-wing social movements on both
sides of the Atlantic. While social science scholarship about the radical and
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extreme right has focused primarily on national developments, the articles in
this volume demonstrate the shared ideologies, common mechanisms, and
cultural continuities of right-wing radicalism that link individuals, movements,
and ideologies across nations.

Thomas Grumke opens the volume with a seemingly counterintuitive look
at the rise of what he labels “globalized anti-globalists.” Grumke demonstrates
that despite their explicit dedication to nationalism and antipathy toward mul-
ticulturalism, immigration, capitalism, globalization and almost all forms of
global cooperation, right-wing extremists have entered into strategic alliances
across borders and have even begun to craft ideological justifications for the
development of a kind of “Internationale of nationalists.” Not only are global
right-wing extremist information networks growing rapidly, Grumke argues,
but also a form of pan-Aryanism threatens to emerge as a powerful basis for
worldwide radical activism.

Drawing on historical data from the post-war era up to the most recent
developments, Hans-Gerd Jaschke shows how the National Democratic Party
(Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands—NPD) in Germany has developed
since World War II. His analysis not only outlines its historical lineage, but
also explores its role as a force in contemporary politics and contextualizes
the NPD within the totality of right-wing activity in Germany today. Expand-
ing from his focus on the NPD, Jaschke examines the broader political and
sociological factors in contemporary Europe with an eye toward determining
the likely role of right-wing radicalism in German and European politics in
the coming years.

Gideon Botsch and Christoph Kopke present a detailed analysis of the
sources and goals of the current platform of Germany’s most prominent far
right-wing party, the NPD. Through a careful study of NPD documents and
public statements, Botsch and Kopke explore the promises made by the NPD
platform, the rhetoric employed to persuade potential supporters, and the
often surprising diversity of sources for the ideas and tactics involved in crafting
and promoting the platform.

Bert Klandermans uses in-depth interview data to understand how activists
in five European countries got involved in right-wing extremism and how this
involvement has affected their lives. Drawing from interviews with right-wing
extremist activists in Germany, France, Italy, Flanders, and the Netherlands,
Klandermans reveals three dominant trajectories that lead to right-wing
extremist activity. Mapping these trajectories along with political and socio-
logical data from each country, Klandermans reveals the matrix of personal,
political, and cultural factors that lead to right-wing extremist activity in con-
temporary Europe. In addition, his analysis explores how the shared experience
of stigmatization helps to forge connections among activists and reinforce
dedication to right-wing extremism.

Moving beyond Western Europe, Joachim Kersten and Natalia Hankel
focus on the long-neglected radical right of Eastern Europe since the fall of
the Soviet Union, presenting a detailed overview of right-wing developments
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within the countries of the former Warsaw Pact. Comparing the varieties of
right-wing extremist activity—from the electoral participation of fringe right-
wing parties to the proliferation of xenophobic and anti-Semitic hate crimes—
in Poland, Russia, andUkraine, Kersten andHankel reveal the social, economic,
and political forces contributing to these developments.

Lenka Bustikova continues the exploration of right-wing extremism in Eastern
Europe with a theoretically rich investigation of the structural factors condition-
ing the success of extremist parties throughout the former Soviet bloc. Her analysis
is detailed in its focus on Eastern Europe while simultaneously providing widely
generalizable insights into the role that position-taking by mainstream parties
plays in structuring the political landscape in which radical right-wing parties
compete for support. In opposition to scholarship that sees mainstream
parties primarily affecting the success of extremist parties through contain-
ment or engagement, Bustikova demonstrates the degree to which “the variance
in the success of radical parties is structurally determined by the redistributive
policy configurations of the mainstream parties” (Chapter 7, this volume).

Across the Atlantic, the chapters by Chip Berlet and Pete Simi focus on right-
wing extremism and radicalization in the US. Chip Berlet’s chapter injects
some much-needed clarity into the analysis of the varieties of right-wing
activism in the US, drawing on decades of research in order to locate the Tea
Party movement within the context of the American right. Berlet analyzes the
rise of the Tea Party in order to contextualize it within the larger panoply of
right-wing activism. Despite its reputation in some circles as a radical right-wing
movement, Berlet demonstrates that although it draws upon the same font of
right-wing populism as many of the most radical extremists, the Tea Party is in
fact relatively moderate when compared to the wide variety of far-right extremist
activity in the US.13

In order to gain perspective both on the place of right-wing violence as a
form of terrorism and on the recent surge in far-right activity, Pete Simi investi-
gates two previous episodes of right-wing extremism in the US. His analysis
demonstrates that the familiar categorization of acts of right-wing extremist
violence that casts perpetrators as “lone wolves” is based on a misunderstanding
of the structures of right-wing extremist organizations and networks. Simi argues
that in order to be considered in any way comprehensive, our conceptualization
of terrorism must include right-wing extremist violence.

Bringing to the forefront a theme that is a strong undercurrent in nearly all
of the earlier chapters, Othmar Plöckinger focuses on the role a radical text
may play in the spread of extremist ideologies across both borders and gen-
erations. His chapter explores the influence of Hitler’s Mein Kampf and the
issues surrounding the debate over the proposed publication of a critical edition
of the text. Plöckinger describes the history of Hitler’s text and its progression
from awell-read text in the 1930s and 1940s, to its contemporary status as a mostly
totemic item of radical contraband. He concludes by outlining the case for a
scholarly edition, which aims to undermine the possibility of neo-Nazi-sponsored
reprints once the original copyright expires.
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Finally, in a short concluding chapter Kathleen Blee brings together the
various themes developed in the preceding chapters and suggests how scho-
lars may build upon the transatlantic discourse on right-wing extremism
inaugurated in this volume.

Clearly, a broad phenomenon such as this cannot be dealt with com-
prehensively in one volume. Many issues that deserve attention could not
be included. Anders Breivik highlighted the “Christian Justification of the
Struggle” in his texts, and is known to have a Christian fundamentalist
background. Religious fundamentalism is a growing problem in all religious
denominations worldwide and deserves a volume of its own.14 In Europe
there is also a growing right-wing youth culture—from soccer hooligans to
summer camps and open-air music festivals, and recent examples such as the
shooting at a Sikh temple in Milwaukee by a man affiliated with white
power rock bands suggests that this is a US phenomenon as well (Edgers
2001; see also Miller-Idriss 2009). It will be important to observe how
extremist youth culture will be further transformed by the explosion of
global connectivity among youth through social networking sites. Finally,
although women tend to be under-represented in right-wing organizations
that embrace traditional gender roles, Kopke, Botsch, and Klandermans
mention the specific motivation of the growing number of women who are
getting involved in right-wing activities,15 and Pete Simi and Robert Futrell
have shown in American Swastika: Inside the White Power Movement’s
Hidden Spaces of Hate (2010) how women’s contributions often help sta-
bilize and legitimize extremist circles despite the ‘hypermasculinity’ that is a
staple of right-wing ideology.16 Indeed, some of the largest far-right parties
in Europe – in Norway and France are currently led by women. Never-
theless, there is no question that the large majority of violent extremists
continue to be men. The preliminary investigations into the Boston Marathon
bombings of April 2013 confirm that this is not the only parallel between
Islamist extremist and right-wing extremist activity on both sides of the
Atlantic. These and many other issues deserve to be studied more fully
and will continue to be explored as the conversation moves beyond this
volume.

It is our hope that the present volume represents both a significant
contribution to the scholarly discourse on right-wing radicalism and an
incentive for further transatlantic study and debate. The studies in this
volume demonstrate that the increasingly global character of right-wing
extremist activity requires scholars to look beyond national borders in order
to comprehend these phenomena. As scholars, we are acutely aware of the
need to comprehend the complex mechanisms, changing dynamics, and
enduring patterns at play in contemporary radicalism. As citizens, we see the
necessity not only of more global discourse among scholars, but also of
extending this conversation beyond the academy and into the political com-
munities confronting the kinds of radicalization and extremism discussed
herein.
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Notes
1 Although somewriters may intend and readers may perceive a meaningful distinction,
our text employs the terms “radicalism” and “extremism” basically interchangeably,
albeit with an awareness that “extremist” tends in some circumstances in the English-
speaking world to carry a more negative connotation than “radical.”

2 See for example James Kurth, “A Tale of Four Crises: The Politics of Great
Depressions and Recessions,” Orbis (Summer 2011): 500–23, www.fpri.org/orbis/
5503/kurth.fourcrises.pdf.

3 See www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/06/us-europe-austria-strache-idUSTRE8150UD
20120206 (accessed August 12, 2012). For a general impression of the festivities
visit www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpqknYfEQnM (accessed August 12, 2012).

4 The EAF became a European party in the fall of 2010 and was formally recognized
by the European Parliament in February of 2011. It is led by the Austrian FPÖ
member Franz Obermayr. Front National chairwoman Marine Le Pen is vicechair.

5 The use of this term is not without controversy, as many believe that there is little
substantive distinction between the new and old racisms. Simo V. Virtanen and
Leonie Huddy, “Old-Fashioned Racism and New Forms of Racial Prejudice,” The
Journal of Politics 60, no. 2 (May 1996): 311–32.

6 Obviously, it is avery different story with regard to Native Americans, the descendants
of African slaves, and non-European immigrants generally.

7 This particular narrative has resulted in the curious attempt by some American
conservatives to cast Fascism and Nazism as left-wing movements, largely on the
assertion that the use of the word socialism in the term “National Socialism” necessa-
rily connotes a leftist ideology. Although the most notable proponent of such an
interpretation is former FoxNews host Glenn Beck, the closest thing to a scholarly text
is probably Jonah Goldberg’s Liberal Fascism: The Secret History of the American
Left: From Mussolini to the Politics of Meaning, New York: Doubleday, 2008.

8 Michelle Hale Williams has noted that such deeply embedded facets of right-wing
extremist ideology such as anti-Semitism have in many cases been superceded by
Islamophobia in recent years. See Michelle Hale Williams, Nationalism and Ethnic
Politics 16 (2010): 111.

9 The label itself spurred an extensive public debate and underscores the racist under-
tones of the issue after the murder/suicide of two young men in the East German town
of Zwickau and the surrender of their female accomplice led police to uncover a
right-wing terrorist cell called “National Socialist Underground” (Nationalsozialis-
tischer Untergrund). The group is held responsible for killing nine immigrant busi-
nessmen aswell as a female police officer between 2000 and 2006. The civilian victims,
eight of them with Turkish and one with Greek background, were shot in the head
in broad daylight. The administration of the German Verfassungsschutz responsible
for domestic security has come under intense scrutiny in recent months. See for
example www.spiegel.de/thema/braune_zelle_zwickau (accessed August 29, 2012).

10 For a discussion of Muslim minorities in Europe see especially Jytte Klausen, The
Islamic Challenge: Politics and Religion in Western Europe, Oxford University
Press, 2008.

11 In yet another internationalist twist Wilders’s film is said to have been inspired by
the Canadian-Israeli Raphael Shore’s 2005 documentary Obsession: Radical
Islam’s War Against the West.

12 At the same time the Internet also allows for effective counter-activity, as cyber-
attacks by the hacker group Anonymous on German neo-Nazi websites clearly
show (see, for example, www.forbes.com/sites/mobiledia/2012/01/09/hackers-attack-
neo-nazi-groups, accessed January 10, 2012).

13 The decision to include the phenomenon of the Tea Party in this discussion caused
controversy leading up to the conference “The New Radical Right—ATransatlantic
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Perspective,” held at Brandeis University on April 28, 2009, which inspired this
volume.

14 For an introduction, see Gabriel A. Almond et al., Strong Religion: The Rise of
Fundamentalisms Around the World, University of Chicago Press, 2003.

15 For earlier work on this issue see also Kathleen Blee, Women of the Klan: Racism
and Gender in the 1920s, University of California Press, 1992.

16 The issue of women’s role as partners of right-wing extremists was highlighted
when German Olympic rower Nadja Drygalla turned out to be dating a right-wing
extremist and NPD member. Although the 23 year old voluntarily left the Olympic
village in London, the issue continued to be hotly debated in Germany. See also
the work of Renate Bitzan at the University of Göttingen, Germany, www.dw.de/
dw/article/0,3097355,00.html (accessed August 12, 2012).
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