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This book gives a complex description and discussion of today’s populist attacks 
against the European Union (EU) following the financial crisis of 2008, which 
opened the floodgates of dissatisfaction, and the migration crisis which destabilized 
the traditional solidarity basis of the EU. The problem of Brexit is also explored.
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migration and hidden anti-Semitic propaganda using a hysterical attack against 
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certainty of  NATO; and the emergence of a new rival, China, that enters into 
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The European integration process is the most important and positive development 
in the history of Europe. It started the process of establishing peace and collab-
oration between countries that had been warring against each other for roughly 
half of the last 400 years. It introduced unprecedented economic cooperation, 
free trade, flow of capital, and labor migration in a single market of 500 million 
people. According to certain calculations, between 1993 and 2003, the European 
Single Market has boosted the European Union’s (EU’s) Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) by nearly €900 billion, increasing per household income by €5,700. EU 
membership increased the per capita GDP of poorer member countries by about 
12 percent. According to the European Commission, more than 15 million EU 
citizens have moved to other EU countries to work or permanently settle after 
retiring. Further, 1.5 million young people have completed part of their studies 
in another member state through the EU’s Erasmus program.1

The relationship between the rich Western and poorer Eastern member 
countries is not undisturbed and harmonious, but it still provides tremendous 
economic advantages from integration for both advanced and less-developed 
member countries. Poorer peripheral countries have received billions of euros 
from the EU budget as assistance for underdeveloped regions, which have a 
per capita GDP less than 75 percent of the EU’s average. In 2014, for example, 
11 Central and Eastern European member countries paid €16.7 billion to the 
EU budget but received €43.7 billion from it, thus gaining €27 billion. The 
advanced Western member countries invested in the poorer ones, establishing 
branches, subsidiaries, and value chains, and exported modern technology to 
less-developed member countries in order to exploit the possibility of much 
lower wages. This strategy helped to create modern high tech and semi-high tech 
sectors in countries previously without those industries and offered increased job 
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possibilities. Workers from poorer regions also moved to find jobs in wealthier 
countries and sent money home, strengthening consumption. Consequently, sev-
eral of the less-developed member countries began catching up with the most 
advanced ones. Spain and Ireland’s income levels had previously belonged to the 
middle-income zone but eventually elevated into the high-income zone, defined 
as the top 20 percent of incomes from all countries in the world. Ireland emerged 
as one of the richest countries in Europe. This trend of catching up—which 
elevated the average income level of the peripheries by 15 percent (from 40 to 65 
percent of the average West European level)—characterizes the Baltic and some 
Central European countries. Meanwhile, the stability of the EU also attracted 
more investment from outside. Inward investment grew from €23 billion in 1992 
to €159 billion by 2005.2

The rich Northwestern European member countries also greatly bene-
fited from selling their products on the huge, 500 million strong EU Single 
Market. Selling in and producing for a large market made it possible to exploit 
the advantage of scale and scope, decrease the cost of production, and increase 
productivity and profit. They also profited from providing credit for peripheral 
countries and building a Europe-wide banking network. Western banks are 
monopolizing the capital markets of the Eastern member countries, owning 
87  percent of the banking sector in those countries. Western countries also 
benefited from the cheap labor in poorer countries by producing parts of their 
output in those member countries.

The agricultural sector and the peasant-farmer population in both the ad-
vanced and less-advanced member countries gained from the significant sub-
sidies that the EU paid for them. In certain periods, these subsidies constituted 
about 40 percent of the EU’s budget. In 2014, from the budget of €143 billion, 
agriculture and natural resources received €60 billion; in the budgetary period 
of 2014–20, these sectors have received 42 percent altogether. It especially helped 
countries where the agricultural sector was more significant: thus, Poland and 
Bulgaria gained relatively much more than Germany or Belgium.

According to Andrei A. Levchenko and Jing Zhang’s calculations, the main 
winner from East-West integration is mostly the East.

For West European countries, the mean welfare gain from trade integra-
tion with Eastern Europe is 0.16 percent. For East European countries, the 
mean gains from trade are 9.23 percent … [but] 20 percent for Estonia. For 
the West European countries the welfare gains from intra-West European 
integration are on average 16 times larger than the gains from integration 
with Eastern Europe. The nearly 8-fold expansion in East European exports 
between 1990 and 2007 far outpaces the growth of overall world trade. For 
geographical, historical, and political reasons the share of Eastern Europe 
in total West European imports from the rest of the world remained stable 
at about 10 percent from the early 1960s to the early 1990s, but it reached 
24 percent by 2007.3 
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Citizens of all member countries, meanwhile, are not burdened by the EU for 
those impressive political, social, and economic advances. The amount mem-
ber countries’ citizens are paying to the joint budget of the EU is, according to 
Politico’s simple calculations, on average, equivalent to the price of a half cup of 
cappuccino per day. The citizens of the least developed Central European and 
Balkan member countries are paying only 15–25 percent of the price of a cup of 
cappuccino per day.4

Nevertheless, in spite of the tremendous advantages, the integration process 
is a rather difficult historical experience, and the EU has always had discontents. 
This is quite evident, especially considering European integration started after 
the climax of nationalist confrontations that had been occurring for more than a 
century. Although these conflicts culminated in World War II, which, in turn, 
generated an anti-nationalism reaction after the war, nationalist sentiment evi-
dently did not disappear; indeed, in various countries, it accompanied the entire 
history of the European Economic Community (later the European Union). 

Less than a decade after its foundation, the first major crisis hit the Community 
in the form of President Charles de Gaulle’s “empty chair” policy, boycotting the 
Community’s meetings protecting national sovereignty in protest against the 
plan to change the voting system, and introducing the weighted majority vote in
stead of the veto right of each member country. That was the very first significant 
discontent with supra-nationalization and future federalizing plans. This crisis 
almost paralyzed further development for nearly two decades. 

In the 1980s, Margaret Thatcher, British prime minister, viciously opposed 
every additional integrating step of the Community, characterizing such efforts 
as attempts “to create a European superstate exercising a new dominance from 
Brussels” that ultimately aimed to realize a “utopian goal.”5 When the common 
currency was introduced at the turn of the millennium, Britain, Denmark, and 
Sweden opted out, and did not join the eurozone. In the 2010s, David Cameron, 
then British prime minister, strongly opposed steps toward integrating the 
member countries’ armies and suggested the reorganization of the EU as a simple 
free trade zone.

In the spring of 2005, the newly created draft Constitution of the EU was 
voted down by France and the Netherlands. “The rejection,” reported the New 
York Times, “could signal an abrupt halt to the expansion and unification of 
Europe, a process that has been met with growing disillusionment among the 
wealthier European Union members as needier countries like Bulgaria and 
Poland have negotiated their entry.”6 The EU’s immigration policy met with 
the harshest possible resistance by Hungary, Poland, and the Czech Republic in 
2015–16. These countries flatly rejected obeying the EU’s decision. 

Discontent accompanied almost every major attempt or step toward further 
integration or enlargement. Indeed, it actually increased as the scissor of income 
inequality started opening from the 1980s onward after a half century of the 
opposite trend. Inequality became rather significant within the member countries, 
closely following the general trend in the capitalist world from the late twentieth 
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century. Meanwhile, the aggressive enlargement toward the European peripheries 
dramatically transformed the EU. By the early twenty-first century, the EU, after 
several waves of enlargements in 1973, 1981, 1986, 1995, 2004, and 2007, already 
had 27 member countries. (In 2013, the 28th also joined.) The relative homoge-
neity of the economic and income levels in the six founding member countries 
already belonged to the past. A “suicidal over-enlargement”7 has broken the eco-
nomic and social homogeneity of the EU. Less-developed members often revolted 
against the rich Western member countries that dominated “Brussels”, saying in 
public speeches that they are “exploitative” and “dictating,” even “colonizing.”

Nevertheless, sometimes stopping, sometimes slowing down, sometimes 
dropping certain plans for the future, the EU still continued down the road of 
integration. The discontents based on the defense of national sovereignty often 
opposed further integration beyond political alliances and/or free market agree-
ments, and, in some cases, opposed further enlargement. The crises, however, 
never endangered the existence of the Union.

The 2008 financial crisis opened a new chapter (one might say floodgates) for 
a continuous wave of devastating opposition and extreme discontent. True, the 
financial crisis hit the entire Union and spread from the financial sector to the 
real economy as well. Nevertheless, the impact of the Great Recession was rather 
different in the Northwestern European core than on the Southern and Eastern 
peripheries. The latter areas declined into an extremely deep crisis for nearly a 
decade: they were rendered unable to repay their debts, their banks collapsed, 
and the countries suffered tragic economic deterioration. Instead of formal equal 
membership, a sharp divide started separating the Western creditor and Southern 
and Eastern debtor member countries. This divide shattered the entire integra-
tion process and threatened the beginning of disintegration.

Since some of those peripheral countries had already introduced the com-
mon currency, their deep crisis endangered the euro as well. For the first time 
in the history of the EU, the possibility that the common currency, one of the 
major institutions and the symbol of unification, would collapse and that coun-
tries would drop out or deliberately leave the Union became a real possibility. 
Anti-EU parties in Britain and several other rich countries including France, 
the Netherlands, and Finland broadly propagated and discussed proposals for 
either excluding Greece from the eurozone or leaving the Union. As seen with 
“Grexit,” “Brexit,” and similar terms coined to denote the possible withdrawal of 
countries from EU, a new set of anti-EU terms appeared in the global vocabulary 
and were used in media discussions every day. 

In those difficult times, as a consequence, the entire political representation 
system of Europe was also shattered and undermined. The old center-right and 
center-left parties started losing large swaths of their members and voters as a 
substantial number of people felt betrayed and not represented by their old parties. 
In some countries, the entire old party system collapsed. The center-left parties—
government parties for decades that had often cooperated with center-right 
parties in grand coalitions—lost the most, and started disappearing completely.  
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The birth of new, sometimes leftist but mostly right-wing, populist opposition 
parties created a new political representation regime. They revolted against the 
establishment in their home countries but also strongly revolted against the EU. 
Its most shocking consequence was the British referendum to leave the EU.

The popularity of and the trust in the EU among the citizens of the member 
countries gradually hit rock bottom. As the “Eurobarometer 74,” the EU’s 
polling institution, reported in 2010, “For the first time in its history, the spring 
2010 Eurobarometer (EB73) recorded a situation where distrust in the European 
Union outweighed trust.”8 While in 2004, 50 percent of the member countries’ 
citizens trusted the EU institutions, and 36 percent did not, from 2009, confi-
dence started changing; by 2010, 47 percent did not, and only 43 percent trusted 
the EU. Distrust was 64, 60, and 55 percent in Britain, Greece, and Austria, 
respectively. 

By 2015 and 2016, however, a further dramatic decline characterized peoples’ 
view of the Union. Besides years-long economic problems and unemployment, 
new and crucial crisis factors emerged: the migration crisis combined with Islamist 
terrorist attacks in several of the countries. These latter factors became the top 
consideration of the people. Instead of 50 (2004) and then 47 percent (2010), only 
34 percent of the citizens of member countries had a positive view, and 35 percent 
trusted the EU, while 62 percent believed that their voice did not count.9

Despite being at the nadir of public opinion on the Union, two-thirds of 
people still thought of themselves as EU citizens, and half of the population 
remained optimistic in the future of integration. The decade after the 2008 
financial crisis became the darkest decade of alienation from and discontents in 
the EU. 

This time, discontents and hostility against the EU, disturbances, and uncon-
trollable conflicts emerged in the Southern and Eastern neighborhoods around 
the EU. In spite of the efforts of the Union to pacify those neighborhoods and 
assist their development by signing association agreements and making efforts 
to admit as new members neighboring countries from the Western Balkans, 
Turkey, and the Eastern neighbors of former Soviet republics such as Ukraine 
and Moldova, all of those efforts failed. For various reasons, hostile neighbors 
such as Russia and Turkey appeared at the Eastern and southeastern borders dur-
ing a time of cooling down in the relationship with the US. Combined with a 
weakened NATO alliance, this moment marked the first period of endangered 
security in the EU. China, an elevating new world power, also entered the ring 
with a huge investment against the EU in its soft Central European and Balkan 
belly, and attacked the cohesion of the member countries.

After a decade-long crisis, however, the EU emerged from the complex cri-
ses in 2017–18. The economy started growing again, the common currency 
was stabilized and regained its strength, and immigration came under control 
again. In key countries the most dangerous anti-EU populist parties could not 
break through in the West, although some became dominant in several of the 
Mediterranean and Central European member countries. New and more flexible 
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plans were prepared and discussed, and further new integration steps were un-
dertaken within the eurozone. While a new chapter was seemingly opening 
for the development of the EU, new clouds also gathered on the horizon again. 
Anti-EU populism did not lose strength; to the contrary, it gained new steam 
and conquered countries such as Austria and Italy. Anti-Brussels populist groups 
and governments had a strong grip on Central Europe, penetrated by hostile 
rivals of Russia and China. While new plans were in the making, conflicts and 
discontents remained potentially devastating dangers.
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July 2014,” The Budapest Beacon, July 29, 2014, https://goo.gl/9JCgDN.
 15 Piketty, Capital, 90–91.
 16 Piketty, Le Monde blog.
 17 Kasnyik Márton, “A davosi elit szerint is baj, hogy egyre gazdagabb a davosi elit,” 

trans. Ivan Berend, G7, January 22, 2018, https://goo.gl/AQkYXS.



 18 Angus Maddison, Monitoring the World Economy, 1820–1992 (Paris: Development 
Centre of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 1995), 47.

 19 The Economist, Pocket World in Figures 2017 (London: Profile Books, 2016), 192, 230.
 20 Calculated based on data in Angus Maddison, Monitoring the World Economy.
 21 Calculated based on data in The Economist, Pocket World in Figures 2017.
 22 Archive of European Integration, Draft joint employment report. Implementation of the 

Lisbon Strategy structural reforms in the context of the European economic recovery 
plan – a more detailed overview of progress across the EU in the specific macro- and 
micro-economic as well as the employment areas. COM (2009) 34 final, Vol. II, 28 
January 2009. [EU Commission–COM Document].

 1 Gianfranco Bettin and Ettore Recchi, eds., Comparing European Societies: Towards 
a Sociology of the EU (Bologna: Monduzzi, 2005), 229, 244–247; Michael Saward, 
“ Making Representations: Modes and Strategies of Political Parties,” European Review 
16, no. 3 ( July 2008): 271–286, doi:10.1017/S1062798708000252. 3, 16.

 2 Pierre Briançon, “France’s Two Big Parties Face Long-Term Decline,” Politico, April 20, 
2017, www.politico.eu/article/frances-two-big-parties-face-decline-conservatives- 
socialists/.

 3 John Strafford, “The Decline and Fall of the Conservative Party,” Open Democracy,  August 
16, 2013, www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/john-e-strafford/decline-and-fall- 
of-conservative-party.

 4 Amanda Taub, “Paving over Differences, Europe’s Centrists Risk Rougher Ride,” 
The New York Times, February 12, 2018, Print edition, sec. Europe.

 5 David Walker, “The Third Way: Tony’s Ology for Sceptics,” The Guardian,  September 
22, 1998, www.theguardian.com/politics/1998/sep/22/labour.comment.

 6 Taub, “Paving over Differences.”
 7 Katrin Bennhold, “Germany’s Far-Right Party Sees Labor Unions as a Path to 

Gains,” The New York Times, February 6, 2018, Print edition, sec. Europe, https://
goo.gl/3dK5Eb.

 8 “Germany’s Far-Right AfD Overtakes Social Democrats in Poll,” Deutsche Welle, 
February 19, 2018, http://p.dw.com/p/2swwW.

 9 Rick Noack, “Europe’s Far Right Is Rising, But Mainstream Conservatives Are the 
Real Winners So Far,” Washington Post, May 9, 2017, sec. WorldViews, https://goo.
gl/mT6QDi.

 10 Jason Horowitz, “Why Italy’s Insular Election Is More Important than It Looks,” The 
New York Times, March 2, 2018, sec. Europe, https://goo.gl/Ds8Bu6.

 11 John Abromeit, “Transformation of Producerist Populism in Western Europe,” in 
Transformations of Populism in Europe and the Americas: History and Recent Tendencies, 
eds. John Abromeit, Bridget Maria Chesterton, Gary Marotta, and York Norman 
( London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015), 236, 239, 254. See also the three studies in 
this volume about Russian and Balkan peasantist populism (51–104). 

 12 Ghit‚a Ionescu and Ernest Gellner, eds., Populism: Its Meaning and National Characteris-
tics (London: Macmillan, 1969), x. 

 13 Cas Mudde and Rovira Kaltwasse, “Populism and Political Leadership,” The Oxford 
Handbook of Political Leadership, May 1, 2014, https://goo.gl/3trXiK.

Cas Mudde and Cristobal Rovira Kaltwasser, Populism: A Very Short Introduction 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017), 2. Cas Mudde, “The Populist Zeitgeist,” 
Government and Opposition 39, no. 4 (September 1, 2004), 541–563, 543; Cas Mudde, 
ed., The Populist Radical Right: A Reader (London: Routledge, 2016), 4–5.

 14 Tony Blair, “Tony Blair: Against Populism, the Center Must Hold,” The New York 
Times, March 20, 2018, Print edition, sec. Opinion, www.nytimes.com/2017/03/03/
opinion/tony-blair-against-populism-the-center-must-hold.html.

 15 Keith Spencer Felton, Warriors’ Words: A Consideration of Language and Leadership 
(Westport, CT: Praeger, 1995), xv.

 16 “Migration and Migrant Population Statistics,” Eurostat–Statistics Explained 
( European Commission, March 2018), https://goo.gl/nw2rbz.

   Phillip Connor and Jens Manuel Krogstad, “Immigrant Share of Population Jumps 
in Some European Countries,” June 15, 2016, https://goo.gl/Jas2d7.



 17 Jason Horowitz, “Bannon Takes on Europe, with Populist Toolbox in Hand,” The 
New York Times, March 10, 2018, sec. Europe, https://goo.gl/4tx1vM.

 18 “Quotation of the Day: ‘Let Them Call You Racists,’ Bannon Tells Anti-Immigrant 
Party in France,” The New York Times, March 10, 2018, sec. Today’s Paper, https://
goo.gl/1cMTuk.

 19 Kim Willsher, “Marine Le Pen Marks Front National Leadership Win with Rebrand 
Proposal,” The Guardian, March 11, 2018, https://goo.gl/dccR5T.

 20 Critics immediately noted that Front National leaders had suffered collective histori-
cal amnesia in choosing the name of a Nazi-supporting party. Others recalled that it 
was a deliberate use of the name of Charles de Gaulle’s party, Rassemblement du Peuple 
Français (RPF), which was founded in 1947, or of Jacques Chirac’s Rassemblement pour 
la République (RPR) party, which was created in 1976. Nicolas Sarkozy renamed his 
party Le Rassemblement in 2014.

 1 “EU Referendum Results.” The Electoral Commission, accessed April 2, 2018. https://
goo.gl/K9WTq2.

 2 “Winston Churchill’s speech in the House of Commons on 27 June, 1950,” In In the 
Balance. Speeches 1949 and 1950 by Winston Churchill, eds. Randolf S. Churchill (Lon-
don: Cassel, 1952), 299.

 3 Adrian Wooldridge, “Global Britain or Globaloney,” The Economist, March 15, 2018, 
sec. Bagehot Column, https://goo.gl/8sjy9U.

 4 Daniel Boffey and Jennifer Rankin, “Barnier and Davis Wage War of Words over 
Brexit Transition Claims,” The Guardian, February 9, 2018, https://goo.gl/VZnq9k.

 5 “Brexit Transition Deal Breaks Seven Promises,” The Guardian, March 19, 2018.
 6 Tom Newton Dunn, “Boris Johnson Declares Support for ‘Hard’ Brexit.” The Sun, 

September 30, 2016, https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/1889723/.
 7 “Boris Johnson Joins Forces with Liam Fox and Claims Brexit Will Let Britain,” 

The Sun, October 1, 2016.
 8 Alex Barker, “The Soft-Brexit Chequers Deal: What It Means,” Financial Times, 

July 8, 2018, www.ft.com/content/aeb53c82-82ac-11e8-96dd-fa565ec55929.
 9 “Forward, Together: Our Plan for a Stronger Britain and a Prosperous Future,” The 

Conservative and Unionist Party, 2017, www.conservatives.com/manifesto, 35–36.
 10 The Economist, January 19, 2019. “The mother of all messes” and “Brexit and Par-

liament. The Noes have it.”
 11 Sylvie Kauffmann, “Watching Brexit fall apart,” The New York Times, January 23, 

2019.
 12 Richard Partington, “No-Deal Brexit Would Harm EU Countries as Well as UK, 

Warns IMF,” The Guardian, July 19, 2018, sec. Business, www.theguardian.com/business/ 
2018/jul/19/no-deal-brexit-would-harm-all-european-countries-warns-imf.

 13 See among others: “The economic consequences of Brexit.” https://ukandeu.ac. 
uk/research-papers/the-economic-consequences-of-brexit/, November 27, 2018; 
 Financial Times, June 23, 2018, “What are the economic effects of Brexit so far?”

 14 Editorial Staff, “A British Illusion of Commonwealth Trade after Brexit,” Financial 
Times, April 18, 2018, sec. Opinion, www.ft.com/content/2761fc62-42eb-11e8- 
93cf-67ac3a6482fd.

 15 Matthew Ward, “Statistics on UK Trade with the Commonwealth,” House of Com-
mon Briefing Report (House of Commons Library, April 12, 2018), https://research 
briefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8282.

1 Jacques Rupnik, “Evolving or Revolving? Central Europe since 1989,” Eurozine, 
 December 15, 2017, www.eurozine.com/evolving-or-revolving-central-europe- 
since-1989/.

2 Andreas Rinke, “Merkel Says Islam ‘Belongs to Germany’ ahead of Dresden Rally,” 
Reuters, January 12, 2015, https://goo.gl/FpCrVM.

3 Yascha Mounk, “A Primer on the French Election,” Slate, April 18, 2017, https://goo.
gl/18u5Zg.

4 Yascha Mounk, “How Liberals Can Reclaim Nationalism,” The New York Times, 
March 4, 2018, Print edition, sec. Opinion.



5 Archive of European Integration, Bruegel Blueprint Series 28, 22 January 2018. [Policy Pa-
per], Uuriintuya Batsaikhan, Zsolt Darvas, and Inês Goncalves Raposo, People on the 
move: migration and mobility in the European Union.

 6 Archive of European Integration, Bruegel Blueprint Series 28, 22 January 2018. [Policy 
Paper], Brandon M. Boylan, “Integrating Muslims into Western Societies: Transatlantic 
Policies and Perspectives,” 2009. 

 7 Ellen Barry and Christina Anderson, “Hand Grenades and Gang Violence Rattle 
 Sweden’s Middle Class,” The New York Times, March 4, 2018, Print edition, sec. Europe.

 8 “Crime in Germany Drops 10 Percent in 2017, Report Shows,” Deutsche Welle, April 
22, 2018, https://goo.gl/SmVuNA.

 9 Winston Churchill, “The Sinews of Peace: A Speech to Westminster College” ( Fulton, 
MO, March 5, 1946). New York, Halcyon-Commonwealth Foundation, 1965.

 10 Boris Johnson, Lend Me Your Ears (London: Harper Perennial, 2004), 29.
 11 Ibid., 7, 37–38, 203, 204.
 12 Nigel Farage, Flying Free (London: Biteback Publishing, 2011), 56–58.
 13 Boris Johnson, Have I Got Views for You (London: Harper Perennial, 2006), 8, 203–204. 
 14 Boris Johnson, Friends, Voters, Countrymen: Jottings from the Stump (London: Harper 

Collins, 2002), 178–181.
 15 Johnson, Lend, 43–45.
 16 Ibid., 179, 43, 48.
 17 Boris Johnson, Facebook Post, June 20, 2016, accessed May 1, 2018, https://goo.gl/

SmhWnn.
 18 Boris Johnson and Michael Gove, “Getting the Facts Clear on the Economic Risks 

of Remaining in the EU - Vote Leave’s Letter to David Cameron,” The Telegraph, 
June 4, 2016, https://goo.gl/fuy9FM.

 19 Johnson and Gove, “Getting the Facts.”
 20 Boris Johnson, “This Is a Turning Point: We Have to Fly the Flag for Britishness 

Again,” Telegraph, July 14, 2005, https://goo.gl/u2HNdD.
 21 Farage, Flying Free, 238, 240. Also see “UKIP’s Nigel Farage Tells Van Rompuy: You 

Have the Charisma of a Damp Rag,” The Guardian, 25 February 2010.
 22 “Nederland Weer Van Ons!,” “Partij voor de Vrijheid” Concept Party Program, 

accessed May 1, 2018, www.pvv.nl/images/Conceptverkiezingsprogrammma.pdf.
 23 Geert Wilders, “Let My People Vote,” The New York Times, January 15, 2018, Print 

edition, sec. Opinion, https://goo.gl/wVdtuF.
 24 Peter Davies, The National Front in France: Ideology, Discourse and Power (London: 

 Routledge, 2012), 101–102.
 25 Marine Le Pen, “May 1 Speech,” (Paris, May 1, 2016), www.frontnational.com/

videos/1er-mai-2016-discours-de-marine-le-pen/.
 26 Marine Le Pen, Interview with Marine Le Pen: “I Don’t Want this European Soviet 

Union”, interview by Mathieu von Rohr, in Der Spiegel, June 3, 2014, https://goo.gl/
t1bWPR.

 27 Marine Le Pen, “Marine Le Pen: After Brexit, the People’s Spring Is Inevitable,” The 
New York Times, January 20, 2018, Print edition, sec. Opinion, https://goo.gl/BgHR.

 28 Victoria Friedman, “Marine Le Pen in Euro Parliament: ‘UK Sent a Signal of Free-
dom Out to the Entire World,’” Breitbart, June 28, 2016, https://goo.gl/5geg38; 
July 18, 2016, www.politico.eu/.../marine-le-pen-bastille-day-nice-attacks-proof-of- 
islamic-fundame.

 29 Horst Seehofer, Heimat-Minister Horst Seehofer (CSU) in BILD-Interview: “Der 
Islam gehört nicht zu Deutschland!,” in BILD, May 1, 2018, https://goo.gl/Usyg5p.

 30 “AfD: What You Need to Know about Germany’s Far-Right Party,” Deutsche Welle, 
September 24, 2017, https://goo.gl/FKYJJ9.

 31 “Just How Far to the Right Is AfD?,” BBC News, October 13, 2017, sec. Europe, 
www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37274201.

 32 “Italian Vote Points to Impasse,” BBC News, February 25, 2013, sec. Europe, www.
bbc.com/news/world-europe-21574116.



 33 “Just How Far to the Right Is AfD?,” BBC News, October 13, 2017, sec. Europe, 
www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37274201.

 34 Niki Kitsantonis and Matthew Saltmarsh, “Greece, Out of Ideas, Requests Global 
Aid,” The New York Times, April 23, 2010, sec. Global Business, www.nytimes.
com/2010/04/24/business/global/24drachma.html.

 35 Alexis Tsipras, “Europe at Crossroads,” Le Monde, May 31, 2015.
Yanis Varoufakis, “Germany Won’t Spare Greek Pain – It Has an Interest in  Breaking 

Us | Yanis Varoufakis,” The Guardian, July 10, 2015, sec. Opinion, www.theguardian.
com/commentisfree/2015/jul/10/germany-greek-pain-debt-relief-grexit. 

 36 Steven Erlanger, “Rise of Far-Right Party in Denmark Reflects Europe’s Unease,” The 
New York Times, June 19, 2015, sec. Europe, www.nytimes.com/2015/06/20/world/
europe/rise-of-far-right-party-in-denmark-reflects-europes-unease.html.

 37 Matt Golder, “Far Right Parties in Europe,” Annual Review of Political Science 19, no. 1 
(May 11, 2016): 477–497, doi:10.1146/annurev-polisci-042814-012441.

 38 John Fund, “Right-Wing Victory in Austria Today,” National Review, October 15, 2017, 
www.nationalreview.com/2017/10/right-wing-populist-victory-austria-election/.

 39 Martin Eiermann, “The Austrian Election Showed Populists yet Another Path to 
Power,” New Statesman, October 25, 2017, www.newstatesman.com/world/europe/ 
2017/10/austrian-election-showed-populists-yet-another-path-power.

 40 Yaron Steinbuch, “EU Worried about Other Countries Taking Brexit-like Leave,” 
New York Post, June 24, 2016, https://nypost.com/2016/06/24/eu-worried-about- 
other-countries-taking-brexit-like-leave/.

 41 Reiss Smith, “What Is the Five Star Movement? Meet ‘Italy’s Ukip’,” Express,  September 
21, 2016, www.express.co.uk/pictures/pics/6717/Brexit-Nexit-Frexit-Who-s-next-to- 
leave-the-EU.

 1 “Poland’s Illiberal Law and Justice Party Is Still on Top,” The Economist, July 3, 
2017, sec. Debeatified, www.economist.com/europe/2017/07/03/polands-illiberal- 
law-and-justice-party-is-still-on-top. “Poland’s Prime Minister Gets the Chop,” 
The Economist, December 14, 2017, sec. Debeatified, www.economist.com/europe/ 
2017/12/14/polands-prime-minister-gets-the-chop.

 2 Philip Heijmans, “The Populist Tide Has Spread to One of Central Europe’s Last Lib-
eral Democracies,” Public Radio International (PRI), October 20, 2017, Web edition, sec.  
GlobalPost, www.pri.org/stories/2017-10-20/will-populist-tide-spread-another-eu- 
liberal-democracy.

 3 The Four Visegrád countries, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and Poland, 
signed an agreement of collaboration after the collapse of communism in the small 
Hungarian township of Visegrád.

 4 Jacques Rupnik, “Evolving or Revolving? Central Europe since 1989,” Eurozine, 
 December 15, 2017, www.eurozine.com/evolving-or-revolving-central-europe- 
since-1989/.

 5 Thomas Hollweck, “Thomas Mann’s ‘Work on Myth’: The Uses of the Past,” ac-
cessed June 6, 2018, https://sites01.lsu.edu/faculty/voegelin/wp-content/uploads/
sites/80/2015/09/Thomas-Hollweck1.pdf.

 6 Paul Krugman, “What’s the Matter with Europe?” The New York Times, May 21, 2018.
 7 Eva S. Balogh, “A Multi-Speed Europe and the Visegrád Four,” Hungarian Spectrum 

(blog), March 7, 2017, http://hungarianspectrum.org/2017/03/07/a-multi-speed- 
europe-and-the-visegrad-four/.

 8 Georgi Gotev, “Jo Leinen – Visegrad Four ‘Attack European Democracy,’” Euractiv.com, 
January 30, 2018, www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/news/jo-leinen-visegrad- 
four-attack-european-democracy/.

 9 Nations in Transit is Freedom House’s research arm covering 29 formerly communist 
countries in Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Freedom House is a US-
based nongovernmental organization, established in 1941, that conducts research and 
advocacy on democracy, political freedom, and human rights.



 10 “Nations in Transit 2017: The False Promise of Populism,” Balkan Civil Society Develop-
ment Network (blog), April 5, 2017, www.balkancsd.net/nations-in-transit-2017-the- 
false-promise-of-populism/.
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