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This volume, exploring various radical right organizations in twelve European 
countries, presents the first comparative study of Radical Right Movement Parties 
in Europe. Based on a common analytical framework, chapters offer a highly dif-
ferentiated view of how radical right politics develops across Europe through the 
interplay between radical right political parties and movements.

Movement parties, as a new type of political organization, have proved suc-
cessful in mobilizing voters in many countries (Kitchelt 2006). Thus far, however, 
the academic focus has been mostly on left-wing movement parties and ideologi-
cally hybrid organizations, such as those that emerged in Southern Europe during 
the Eurozone crisis (for example Syriza, Podemos, and the Five Star Movement; 
della Porta et al. 2017). The radical right has as yet remained outside the focus of 
this research (although we list some exceptions below). Nevertheless, the radical 
right – in its populist and extreme variants – is one of the most researched objects 
in the social sciences (for example Mudde 2007; Caiani et al. 2012; Caiani 2017b), 
and seems to share features with other movement parties. In fact, some of these 
organizations have been seen to straddle the conceptual space between party and 
movement (Gunther and Diamond 2003) in that they contest elections in order to 
gain representation in office, yet seek to mobilize public support by framing con-
tentious issues in particular ways (Minkenberg 2002). Whilst some attempts have 
been made to bridge the party political literature and social movement studies 
(for example Minkenberg 2003; McAdam and Tarrow 2010), the two branches of 
scholarship have only rarely crossed paths in analyses of the radical right (recently 
there have been new contributions such as papers in a forthcoming special issue of 
European Societies, see Gattinara and Pirro 2018; Minkenberg 2018).

In an attempt to bridge social movement and party politics studies within a 
wider concern with democratic theories, della Porta et al. (2017) present both 
new empirical evidence on left-wing political organizations such as Syriza and 

1
RADICAL RIGHT MOVEMENT 
PARTIES IN EUROPE

An introduction1

Manuela Caiani and Ondřej Císař
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Podemos that emerged after the 2008 crisis, and conceptual insights into these 
topical socio-political phenomena within a cross-national comparative perspec-
tive. Although their book is a ground-breaking work on movement parties, it 
does not focus on the radical right, nor does it include Eastern European cases. 
Similarly, in a recent work Hutter (2014) demonstrates the usefulness of studying 
both electoral and protest politics to better understand the impact of globalization 
on political mobilization, including the radical right. He particularly emphasizes 
how cleavage politics can be helpful to understanding the formation of new social 
movements and populist parties in Western Europe, but he relies only on quantita-
tive evidence and does not include Eastern Europe either. Examining the collapse 
of the post-9/11 anti-war movement against the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Heaney and Rojas (2015) focus on activism and protest in the United States. They 
show that how people identify with social movements and political parties mat-
ters a great deal, and they consider the Tea Party and Occupy Wall Street cases 
for comparison. Theirs is an important book, but it includes only US movements.

As for right-wing groups, while the new right-wing populist parties’ mobiliza-
tion of the ‘losers’ in the processes of globalization is seen to be the driving force 
behind the restructuring of West European politics, some scholars have recently 
gone beyond party politics (for example see Kriesi et al. 2012) to show how the 
cleavage coalitions that are shaping up under the impact of globalization extend 
to state actors, interest groups, and social movement organizations, and how these 
various actors frame the new conflicts. However, these scholars do not pay spe-
cific attention to movement parties. Finally, Minkenberg (2015, 2017) focuses 
on the radical right’s interaction in many Eastern European countries with other 
political actors, such as parties, governments, and interest groups, and under-
lines the effects of such interaction with regard to agenda-setting and policies in 
‘loaded’ policy fields, namely minorities and immigration, law and order, religion, 
territorial issues, and democratization. However, he does not focus on movement 
parties and he does not include Western European cases.

In this book we aim at shedding light on this new object of investigation in 
the social sciences, by asking the following questions: what are the main features 
of movement parties on the radical right? What organizational and strategic fea-
tures qualify these networks of organizations as movement parties rather than 
party movements? What is the lifecycle of movement parties, in terms of their 
emergence and breakthrough, the structuring of movement party relations, and the 
construction of shared collective identities?

Movement parties appear to be of particular scholarly (and social) relevance 
today in a ‘Europe in crisis mode’ (i.e. the euro debt/financial crisis, the migra-
tion crisis, the Greek crisis, the Ukraine crisis, the migrant crisis, Brexit, etc.) 
which has seen only moderate policy response from the political mainstream. 
Politics is indeed about the conflict between political interests and issues which 
are advocated by parties, social movements, and citizens’ groups. The literature 
on political parties has conceptualized this terrain of contested political issues as a 
country’s political interaction space. While the party literature has used this model 
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to understand interactions among political parties and explain the mobilization 
of the radical right, we suggest extending this idea to include not only political 
parties, but also protest politics and social movements. Throughout the world, we 
can see street mobilizations turning into new political parties (such as Jobbik) and 
vice versa, i.e. established political figures spawning political mobilizations (Tea 
Party movement, Fidesz).

This volume focuses on one segment of these mobilizations that, alongside 
previous crises, has been gaining momentum against the backdrop of the current 
migrant crisis and that is the interactions of radical right parties and movements. 
As such, the volume seeks to bridge two types of literature – that on radical right 
parties and that on social movements. Social movement studies have tended to 
declare social movements the defining feature of established post-1968 democra-
cies and have generally prioritized the protest arena of action. However, without 
taking political parties into account, it is hardly possible to make sense of radi-
cal right mobilization in most post-industrial countries. This type of interaction 
between movements and parties constitutes one of the most important challenges 
for the social sciences. At present, their interaction remains under-theorized. 
Therefore, this book investigates one of the most debated theoretical and empiri-
cal problems we face. It is hoped that it will also stimulate conversations across 
various research areas by bringing together scholars working on social move-
ments and political parties.

Focusing on the interactions between electoral and protest politics seems espe-
cially important for studying the segments of the population that tend to express 
their grievances not through street protest, but through the protest vote, which 
is more common among people siding with the radical right than it is among 
movements on the political left (Hutter 2014). While the relationship between 
the electoral and protest arenas is one of reinforcement in the case of the left, on 
the political right, a substitutive effect seems to be at work. However, there are 
cases that exhibit a different pattern (see especially Chapters 8 and 9 on Germany 
and Sweden in this volume). There are examples where the electoral mobiliza-
tion of the radical right was not accompanied by a decrease in political protest 
action. Although we lack a rigorous approach to explain this puzzle in the present 
volume, it seems that there are certain additional conditions that must be met in 
order for the substitutive effect to take place (see the concluding Chapter 15 in 
this volume).

Given that European societies are currently facing multiple challenges, such 
as the recent economic recession in some parts of the continent, the rise in politi-
cal populism, and xenophobic mobilization against diverse ‘others’, this type of 
research that focuses not only on protest, but also on its electoral consequences is 
about to become even more important. This has been made all the more true by 
the European ‘migrant crisis’, which has clear potential to politically reconfigure 
not only the European political arena, but also national politics in many member 
states. In this respect, this volume focuses on a problem of a great relevance, 
seeking to engender a novel stream of research on the movement parties of the 
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radical right addressing these issues. It examines the theoretical implications and 
 empirical relevance of these organizations, comparing movement parties in time 
and space, drawing on empirical cases investigated with different methods, and 
trying to bridge the social movement and party politics literature.

The first aim of this book is therefore to fill the empirical gap that at present 
exists in the discussions of these dimensions of politics and political interac-
tions, by providing a detailed map of emergent tendencies towards the forma-
tion of movement parties among European right-wing organizations. Focusing on 
Eastern as well as Western Europe, the volume offers a very wide perspective on 
the subject.

Moreover, although the volume’s concern is with radical right organizations, 
its findings can be read in comparison to findings on other types of radicalism 
(e.g. religious radicalism) and the role of movement mobilization in them, offer-
ing in this way a valuable insight into one of the most recent and promising fields 
of investigation within extremism and radicalism research (i.e. the interactions of 
parties and movements).

Second, besides its descriptive side, this book offers a systematic study of 
different types of movement parties in different countries and is thereby able to 
reveal – and possibly explain – differences in the intensity, and especially in the 
forms of party movement interactions, while also offering reflections on devel-
opments, convergences, and divergences in these interactions. This is of crucial 
interest for the scientific discussion and literature on these political dimensions.

The volume makes a significant contribution to the research on radical right 
‘movement party organizations’ in three ways: theoretically, by showing the 
importance of underexplored topics in the study of the radical right; methodologi-
cally, by expanding the scientific boundaries of this research field through an inter-
disciplinary approach and new methods of analysis; and empirically, by providing 
new evidence about radical right movement party organizations from Western, 
Eastern, and Central Europe. The book is divided into three sections. After dis-
cussing, in this introduction (Caiani and Císař), the new conceptual category of the 
movement party and its applicability to the radical right (underlining differences 
and similarities with left-wing organizations), this book reviews the scholarship 
on radical right parties and movements in Europe. It focuses on three strands of 
this extensive literature (for an overview, see Caiani 2017): first, the political 
opportunity explanations for the fortunes of these parties and movements; second, 
internal supply-side approaches, referring to internal organizational resources, 
leadership, communication, and propaganda, etc.; and third, the cultural dimen-
sion of the emergence and the rise of radical right parties and movements (framing 
and cultural resources). The goal of this book is to shed light on all these aspects 
(contextual opportunities, resources, and culture) in each chapter, with empirical 
evidence drawn from different case studies in Europe: Western Europe (including 
Northern Europe), and Central and Eastern Europe (including the Balkans). More 
specifically, in Chapter 2 Caiani and Císař illustrate the theoretical framework of 
the book, within which all chapters could be located; conceptualizing radical right 
movement parties, and discussing an analytical framework and some hypotheses 
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for interpreting (and explaining) their mobilization. From Chapter 3, the book 
focuses on Western Europe. In particular, Chapter 3 (Schwörer) investigates the 
successful new German party ‘Alternative für Deutschland’ (AfD), tracing its 
development starting on the street and ending up in Parliament. As the chapter’s 
author notes, since the post-war era, the German Federal Republic has mostly 
been ‘spared’ successful parties and movements on the radical right, but the emer-
gence of the AfD, often considered a right-wing populist phenomenon, has put an 
end to that. The analysis, based on party documents and speeches, reveals how the 
party’s ideological character has changed and moved from being a moderate right 
to a radical right populist party. In Chapter 4, Hanna and Busher argue that the 
concepts of movement parties and party movements provide a useful lens through 
which to enrich understanding of the evolution of the radical right in the UK. 
Specifically, such concepts enable a better description and analysis of the complex 
and shifting relationships between the main political actor in this space, UKIP, and 
both the loose network of smaller radical right groups, and mainstream political 
parties and their activists. This argument is developed by tracing the trajectory of 
UKIP and its interactions with cognate actors from the early 1990s through to the 
‘Brexit’ referendum and its immediate aftermath. Chapter 5 (Frigoli and Ivaldi) 
is devoted to the French case, and questions whether the Front National (FN) can 
still be considered (with respect to its origin and developments) an example of 
a radical right movement party. The authors suggest that the FN’s contentious 
frames have achieved greater resonance in mainstream politics, media, and soci-
ety as a result of the mainstreaming of the party itself, and of the radicalization of 
the mainstream. They conclude that, while increasingly bridging radical right and 
mainstream politics, the FN has retained its profile as a movement party, exploit-
ing the resources and initiatives provided by the broader ‘reactionary’ movement 
within which it functions.

Chapters 6 and 7 move to Southern Europe. In Chapter 6, Castelli Gattinara 
focuses on the radical right in contemporary Italy, describing its main ingredi-
ents as: subcultural identification, street mobilization, and electoral participa-
tion. In Chapter 7, Fielitz focuses on a neglected political party: the radical right 
Independent Greeks (ANEL), which can be considered one of the most visible 
symptoms of the representative crisis of Greek democracy. The chapter argues 
that while much attention is being paid to the electoral fate of Syriza and the rise 
and persistence of the neo-Nazi Golden Dawn, little is known about the political 
performance of ANEL, which in fact represents a unique case of rapid ascendance 
from an indignant right-wing movement into a governmental force in conditions 
of political and economic crisis.

Weisskircher and Berntzen (Chapter 8) direct their attention to the anti-Islamic 
PEGIDA mobilization and its relationship to party politics (especially the AfD 
mobilization). They identify three different dimensions of movement party rela-
tions: First, a number of activists tried to enter the arena of party politics in sub-
national politics, but overwhelmingly failed to do so. Second, extra-parliamentary 
radical right mobilization did not grow particularly weaker, at least in the case of 
PEGIDA, when radical right parties were getting stronger. There is no substitutive 



8 Manuela Caiani and Ondřej Císař

effect (under the conditions of crisis) like that described in the literature. Third, in 
the rest of Germany, as well as in other Northern and Central European countries, 
PEGIDA was often associated with ‘subcultural milieus’ that included individu-
als from minor and sometimes major political parties, whose support was some-
times essential for organizing small-scale street activism. Ultimately, the chapter 
assesses the relevance of party politics for understanding the biggest anti-Islamic 
social movement in contemporary Europe.

Finally, Chapter 9 (Peterson) analyses the relationship between a movement 
party and its radical fringe in Sweden. The author examines in depth the Swedish 
Democrats and the militant factions within the Swedish radical right movement, 
and shows that the radical right movement in Sweden, both its more moderate 
party arm and its militant fringe factions, share similar goals – the difference lies 
in their choice of tactics and rhetoric. The party ‘make-over’ process resulted in 
new additions to the fringe – two splinter parties, which were only ostensibly in 
competition with their ‘mother party’, and rather mobilized the more ‘untame-
able’ supporters of the goals of the wider movement. In terms of more general 
dynamics, the Swedish chapter demonstrates that the successful electoral mobili-
zation of the radical right has not had a substitutive effect on the radical fringe; in 
Sweden these two arms instead strengthen each other.

In the second part of the book (from Chapter 10 onwards), the book addresses 
the rise of new radical right party movements in East-Central Europe and their 
politics and policies. More specifically, in Chapter 10 Pirro focuses on the organi-
zational and ideological transformation of the radical right in Hungary. Using 
primary and secondary data, the chapter demonstrates that Jobbik is today one 
of the most successful radical right organizations effectively contesting elections 
in Europe. It has upheld its movement party profile and contributed to the reju-
venation of the radical right by politicizing and mainstreaming issues such as 
‘Roma crime’ and ‘political crime’. The author concludes that the radical right in 
Hungary can still be regarded as being in the movement party phase, which in no 
way contradicts its institutionalizing trajectory. In Chapter 11 on Poland, Stanley 
shows that the – still ongoing – consolidation of the Polish party system has cre-
ated both constraints and opportunities for radical right movement parties. Indeed, 
it is argued that the philosophy of the right-wing Law and Justice Party, taken as 
a case study, has been to ‘leave nothing between us and the wall’, as it attempts to 
cater to radical right concerns and adopt elements of the movement repertoire of 
action, even during its time in power.

Císař and Navrátil (Chapter 12) focus on the emergence of radical right par-
ties in the Czech Republic, with a focus on the period of migrant crisis (2015 and 
after). It is argued that the period of migrant crisis offers a unique opportunity to 
investigate possible transformations of radical right organizations, since the crisis 
forms the most likely case of the transformation of extra-parliamentary organiza-
tions into parties. However, unlike Hungary, the Czech case presents a different 
path to the mobilization of radical right parties, as its radical right parties are 
not based on any movement in the country. A number of important radical right 
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parties seem to have originated in the sector of private business rather than from 
the mobilization of social movements. In this respect, the Czech case enriches our 
understanding of the multiple paths radical right party mobilization has taken in 
Eastern Europe. Chapter 13 (Gyarfášová) on Slovakia stresses the role of ‘nativist’ 
movements and parties in the political process of the country. They illustrate that 
although nativist movements and right-wing national political parties have been 
an integral part of Slovakia’s politics since the earliest years of the democratic 
transition, this phenomenon has been through several metamorphoses in terms 
of actors, organizations, appeal, and electoral success. The latest stage of this 
development is the radical right People’s Party Our Slovakia Party that entered 
the national parliament after the 2016 general election. Although the party has 
no coalition potential, since it is isolated in the parliament and its role is limited 
to opposition, it has nevertheless a relevant impact on the political process and 
political discourse in the country.

Finally, Chapter 14 of the book concerns South-Eastern Europe (i.e. the 
Balkans). Here, Stefanovski and Vardari, compare two ‘hybrid’ movement par-
ties, as the authors call them, in two countries very much neglected by Western 
scholars and research, namely: Kosovo and Macedonia. By conducting discourse 
analyses of in-depth interviews, newspaper articles, and materials produced by 
the organizations themselves in these two countries, the chapter investigates and 
compares the similar socio-political configurations that enabled the emergence 
of two social movements and their development into political parties located at 
different points on the left-wing axis: the (movement) party ‘Vetëvendosje’ in 
Kosovo and ‘Levica’ in Macedonia. The political opportunity structure (POS) 
approach is used to interpret the empirical findings. The chapter also points out 
that it is the formation of a domestic–foreign alliance that creates a closed politi-
cal structure which is inaccessible to local actors, and they in turn evolve into 
movement parties in order to overcome marginalization and gain access to the 
new decision-making process.

In the concluding chapter of this book (Chapter 15), a typology for interpreting 
the possible ‘types of relations between (radical right) parties and movements’ 
is proposed, together with empirical evidence derived from the case studies pre-
sented in the book and beyond (Caiani and Císař). More specifically, on the basis 
of a typology that presents nine types of possible relations between parties and 
movements, case studies of recent waves of radical right mobilization in European 
countries are interpreted. These different possible patterns of interaction between 
political parties and movements are further debated and problematized. Future 
research is still needed, along with more theorizing on the consequences of radical 
right mobilization for democracy.

Note

1 This book was supported by the Charles University Research Programme Progress 
Q18: Social Sciences.
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