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Offering a fresh perspective on the changing face of terror attacks, Terrorism in America focuses
on domestic groups, examining the beliefs, actions, and impacts of American-based terrorists
and terror organizations. Editors Robin Maria Valeri and Kevin Borgeson and their contributors
draw on theories from criminology, psychology, and sociology to explore the ideologies of
right-wing, left-wing, and religious-extremist groups—how and why they convert followers,
recruit financially, and take extreme action against others. No competing text offers such in-depth
and nuanced coverage of the radical ideologies behind these attacks, or the ensuing fear domestic
terrorism creates, as well as the strategies to combat violent extremism.

A core text for domestic terrorism courses and an excellent supplement for any counterterrorism
or homeland security course, Terrorism in America brings its singular focus to the growth and
evolution of terrorism in the United States. Interviews, case studies from the field, and chapter
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security students, professors, or practitioners.
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Introduction

Robin Maria Valeri and Kevin Borgeson

THE current book examines terrorism in the United States of America. In this book, we go beyond
a discussion of domestic terrorism, which the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI, September 7,
2009) has described as “Americans attacking Americans based on U.S.-based extremist ideolo-
gies,” to include terrorist attacks by Americans that are motivated by extremists or extremist ide-
ologies whose roots stem from individuals or ideologies outside the United States. Therefore, how
Americans have been impacted by terrorist groups, including Islamic extremists based outside the
United States, is discussed.

The book is divided into four parts. Part I examines theories of terrorism and the major
right-wing and left-wing terrorist groups. In Chapter 1, O’Connor discusses the major political,
criminological, sociological, and psychological theories of terrorism. In Chapter 2, Borgeson
discusses right-wing terrorist groups with a focus on white nationalists and militia groups. The
chapter includes a discussion regarding why people join these groups. Loadenthal, in Chapter 3,
traces the history of Leftist political violence occurring in the United States over the past century
before turning to a discussion of militant underground networks fighting for environmental and
animal liberation and the rise of the anti-globalization movement. Loadenthal closes the part with
a compelling discussion of the government’s efforts to derail these groups following the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001.

Part II explores three of the major ideologies that have motivated terrorist activities in the
United States. Borgeson, in Chapter 4 explains the beliefs underlying Christian Identity and how
these beliefs have been used to justify the actions of white supremacists. In Chapter 5, Wright
explores Salafi jihadism, which represents a minority view within Islam but has been used to jus-
tify violent Islamism around the world, including inspiring Americans to take up arms and engage
in terrorism. In Chapter 6, Valeri discusses the Sovereign Citizens Movement, an anti-government
movement that encourages adherents to take back their sovereign status through unlawful and
sometimes violent actions.

In Part 111, the authors examine the recruitment tactics of terrorist organizations and analyze
their effectiveness. In Chapter 7, Valeri examines terrorist propaganda, with an emphasis on the
crucial role cyberspace plays in spreading terrorist ideologies. Valeri applies psychological theo-
ries to understanding how and why terrorists are able to recruit new members and then discusses



Introduction

alternative to banning hate speech. In Chapter 8, Capellan draws on research from the work-
performance literature to explore the reasons why an individual becomes a lone wolf terrorist.
Hamm, in Chapter 9, explores the role prison can play in the recruitment of terrorists.

Part IV examines the fall-out from terrorism. In Chapter 10, Monahan and Valeri discuss the
resulting fear caused by acts of terrorism and how that fear influences the decisions of individu-
als, businesses, and governments. Finally, in Chapter 11, an End to Terrorism, the book closes
with some thoughts on the role of cyberspace in the proliferation of terrorism and strategies for
ending terrorism.
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