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and Latin America. 
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opening new possibilities for research. 

Valeria Galimi is tenure-track Assistant Professor at the University of Flor
ence, Italy. She has been a visiting scholar and professor in France, Israel and 
the United States. Her interests are on the history of French intellectuals 
during the interwar period, the history of European anti-Semitism, fascism and 
the Second World War. 

Annarita Gori is Research Fellow at the Institute of Social Sciences, University 
of Lisbon, Portugal. Her work focuses on right-wing intellectual networks in 
the interwar period, cultural propaganda and pan-Latinism. She was visiting 
scholar at New York University (2015) and Science Po (2016). During Spring 
2020, she will be a visiting professor at Brown University. 



Routledge Studies in Modern History 

56 Contesting the Origins of the First World War 
An Historiographical Argument 
Troy R E Paddock 

57 India at 70 
Multidisciplinary Approaches 
Edited by Ruth Maxey and Paul McGarr 

58 1917 and the Consequences 
Edited by Gerhard Besier and Katarzyna Stoklosa 

59 Reforming Senates 
Upper Legislative Houses in North Atlantic Small Powers 1800-present 
Edited by Nikolaj Bijleveld, Colin Grittner, David E. Smith and Wybren 
Verstegen 

60 Unsettled 1968 in the Troubled Present 
Revisiting the 50 Years of Discussions from East and Central Europe 
Edited by Aleksandra Konarzewska, Anna Nakai and Michał Przeperski 

61 Marginalized Groups, Inequalities and the Post-War Welfare State 
Whose Welfare? 
Edited by Monika Baár and Paul van Trigt 

62 Union and Disunion in the Nineteenth Century 
Edited by James Gregory and Daniel J. R. Grey 

63 Intellectuals in the Latin Space during the Era of Fascism 
Crossing Borders 
Edited by Valeria Galimi and Annarita Gori 

For a full list of titles, please visit: https://www.routledge.com/history/series/ 
MODHIST 

https://www.routledge.com/
https://www.routledge.com/


Intellectuals in the Latin Space 
during the Era of Fascism 
Crossing Borders 

Edited by Valeria Galimi and 
Annarita Gori 



First published 2020 
by Routledge 
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN 

and by Routledge 
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business 

© 2020 selection and editorial matter, Valeria Galimi and Annarita Gori; 
individual chapters, the contributors 

The right of Valeria Galimi and Annarita Gori to be identified as the 
authors of the editorial material, and of the authors for their individual 
chapters, has been asserted in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. 

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or 
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or 
other means, now known or hereafter invented, including photocopying 
and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system, 
without permission in writing from the publishers. 

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or 
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and 
explanation without intent to infringe. 

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Names: Galimi, Valeria, editor. | Gori, Annarita, editor.
 
Title: Intellectuals in the Latin Space during the Era of Fascism :
 
Crossing Borders / edited by Valeria Galimi and Annarita Gori.
 
Description: London ; New York : Routledge/Taylor &
 
Francis Group, 2020. |
 
Includes bibliographical references and index.
 
Identifiers: LCCN 2019049946 (print) | LCCN 2019049947 (ebook) |
 
ISBN 9781138482661 (hardback) | ISBN 9781351057141 (ebook)
 
Subjects: LCSH: Latin America–Intellectual life–20th century. |
 
Spain–Intellectual life–20th century. | Portugal–Intellectual life–20th
 
century. | Fascism–Latin America–History–20th century. |
 
Fascism–Spain–History–20th century. | Fascism–Portugal–History–20th
 
century. | Latin America–Relations–Spain. |
 
Spain–Relations–Latin America.
 
Classification: LCC F1414 .I575 2020 (print) |
 
LCC F1414 (ebook) | DDC 980.03–dc23
 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019049946
 
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2019049947
 

ISBN: 978-1-138-48266-1 (hbk)
 
ISBN: 978-1-351-05714-1 (ebk)
 

Typeset in Times
 
by Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd.
 

https://lccn.loc.gov/
https://lccn.loc.gov/


Contents
 

List of illustrations vii 
List of contributors viii 
Acknowledgements xii 

1 Hybridizing ideas in the Latin space: Transnational agents and 
polycentric cross-border networks 1 
ANNARITA GORI AND VALERIA GALIMI 

PART 1 

Transnational agents 13 

2 António Sardinha and his Ibero-American connections: 
Traditionalism and universalism 15 
SÉRGIO CAMPOS MATOS 

3 Ramiro de Maeztu between Spanish and Argentinian nationalism 35 
ALFONSO BOTTI AND DANIEL LVOVICH 

4 Pietro Maria Bardi’s first journey to South America: 
A narrative of travel, politics and architectural Utopia 57 
PAOLO RUSCONI 

5 Plínio Salgado between Brazil and Portugal: Formation and 
transformation of Brazilian integralism 85 
LEANDRO PEREIRA GONÇALVES 

PART 2 

Intellectual networks 107 

6 The Association de la Presse Latine: Efforts and failure 
of a right-wing transnational pan-Latinist project 109 
ANNARITA GORI 



vi Contents 

7 Les amis étrangers: Maurrassian circles and a French perspective 
on the Latin space during the thirties 132 
VALERIA GALIMI 

8 Atlantic crossings: Intellectual-politicians and the diffusion of 
corporatism in thirties Latin America 152 
ANTÓNIO COSTA PINTO 

9 Local and global connections of Argentinian, Uruguayan and 
Chilean fascists in the thirties and early forties 171 
ERNESTO BOHOSLAVSKY AND MAGDALENA BROQUETAS 

Index 195 



Illustrations
 

4.1	 Pietro Maria Bardi, “Wednesday 22 November”, Amer Manu
script, 1933–1934, São Paulo, MASP (Museu de Arte de São 
Paulo), Biblioteca e Centro de Pesquisa do Masp 67 

4.2	 Pietro Maria Bardi, “Wednesday 22 November”, Amer Manu
script, 1933–1934, São Paulo, MASP, Biblioteca e Centro de 
Pesquisa do Masp 68 

4.3	 CIAM 4 aboard cruise ship Patris II in Greece, Quadrante, 
5 (September 1933) 69 

4.4	 “Architectures of the Conte di Savoia and Oceania (photo 
by P.M. Bardi and G. Agosto)” in Quadrante, 10 (February 
1934) 70 

4.5	 Italian Ocean Liners in Pietro Maria Bardi, Belvedere 
dell’architettura italiana d’oggi, (Milano, Edizioni Quadrante, 
Bardi, 1933a) 71 

4.6	 Pietro Maria Bardi, Guanabara Bay, Amer Manuscript, 
1933–1934, São Paulo, MASP, Biblioteca e Centro de 
Pesquisa do Masp 72 

4.7	 Italian Road and Motorways, in Pietro Maria Bardi, Belvedere 
dell’architettura italiana d’oggi, (Milano, Edizioni Quadrante: 
Bardi, 1933a) 73 

4.8	 “The animator of modern Italian architecture received an 
excellent impression from Buenos Aires”, La Razón, 
17 December 1933 74 



Contributors
 

Ernesto Bohoslavsky, Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento (Argentina) 
He obtained his PhD in Latin American History at Universidad Complu
tense de Madrid and currently is an Associate Professor in Latin American 
Contemporary History at Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento. 
Bohoslavsky is the Coordinator of the MA program of Contemporary His
tory at Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento; researcher at Consejo 
Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas, Argentina; and member 
of the Asociación Latinoamericana e Ibérica de Historia Social. He special
izes in Latin American History, with a focus on the twentieth century. He 
has conducted research on right-wing ideologies, parties and intellectuals in 
Argentina, Brazil and Chile, using a comparative and transnational history 
approach. Other research interests include State building process in South 
America and historical museums in Latin America. His most recent publica
tion is Circule por la derecha. Percepciones, redes y contactos entre las dere
chas sudamericanas, 1917–1973. Los Polvorines: Universidad Nacional de 
General Sarmiento, 2016 edited with Fábio Bertonha. 

Alfonso Botti, Università di Modena e Reggio Emilia (Italy) 
He is a Professor of Contemporary History at the Department of Linguistic 
and Cultural Studies of Modena and Reggio Emilia University. He is the 
Director of the journal Spagna contemporanea and Co-director of Modernism. 
His main scientific interests are Spanish and Italian history of nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, focusing in particular on religious aspects and cultural-
ideological processes in the perspective of comparative history. His scientific 
production is mostly focused on these issues, starting with an interest in 
the relationship between religious and secular culture and moving towards 
the multiple interconnections between religious and political experiences and 
modernization and nationalization processes. His selected publications include 
La Spagna e la crisi modernista (Brescia, Morcellina, 1987), Cielo y dinero. El 
Nacionalcatolicismo en España, 1881–1975 (Madrid, Alianza, 1992, 2008), La 
questione basca (Milano, B. Mondadori, 2006), Luigi Sturzo e la guerra civile 
spagnola (Brescia, Morcelliana, 2019). 



Contributors ix 

Magdalena Broquetas, Universidad de la República Montevideo (Uruguay) 
She obtained her PhD in History at Universidad Nacional de La Plata 
(Argentina) and is currently Associate Professor at Universidad de la 
República (Uruguay), where she teaches courses on contemporary history 
of Uruguay, right-wing movements and photography. Her research is about 
the Uruguayan right-wing parties and social movements during the Cold War 
focused on the circulation and reception of ideas between South America and 
Europe and the organization of regional and transnational networks. Her 
other field of expertise is history of photography. Between 2002 and 2016, she 
participated in the foundation and development of Centro de Fotografía de 
Montevideo (Center of Photography of Montevideo). Her most significant 
book is La trama autoritaria. Derechas y violencia en Uruguay, Ediciones de 
la Banda Oriental, Montevideo, 2014. She is also author and editor of two 
volumes of Fotografía en Uruguay. Historia y usos sociales. 1840–1930, 
1930–1990 [Photography in Uruguay. History and social uses. 1840–1930, 
1930–1990] (Montevideo, Centro de Fotografía, 2011, 2018). 

Sérgio Campos Matos, Universidade de Lisboa (Portugal) 
He is a Professor of Contemporary History at the University of Lisbon; 
his main areas of research are historical cultures and national memories, 
historiographies, nationalisms and relations between Portugal and Spain 
within wider contexts. He has authored and co-authored papers in these 
areas for international reviews. Recently, he published Iberismos – nação 
e transnação, Portugal e Espanha (c.1807–c.1931) (Coimbra, 2017). He is 
co-editor of A Universidade de Lisboa séculos XIX e XX (Lisbon, 2013) 
and Historiografia e Res Publica (Lisboa, 2017). He has been editing the 
Dicionário de Historiadores Portugueses (1779–1974) on  the site of the  
Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal. He is researcher at the Centro de História of 
the University of Lisbon, where he coordinates the research group on Uses of 
the Past. 

António Costa Pinto, Instituto de Ciências Sociais – Universidade de Lisboa 
(Portugal) 
He is a Research Professor at the Institute of Social Sciences, University 
of Lisbon, and Professor of Politics and Contemporary European History 
at ISCTE-IUL, Lisbon. He has been a visiting professor at Stanford Uni
versity, Georgetown University, a senior associate member at St Antony’s 
College, Oxford and a senior visiting fellow at Princeton University and at 
the University of California, Berkeley. From 1999 to 2011, he was a regular 
visiting professor at the Institut d’Études Politiques de Paris. He was the 
President of the Portuguese Political Science Association (2006–2010) and his 
research interests include authoritarianism, political elites, democratization 
and transitional justice in new democracies, the European Union and the 
comparative study of political change in Southern Europe. His most recent 
book was published by Routledge: António Costa Pinto Latin American 
Dictatorships in the Era of Fascism (2019). 



x Contributors 

Valeria Galimi, University of Florence (Italy) 
Valeria Galimi obtained her PhD in History at the Scuola Superiore San
t’Anna in Pisa and currently is Ricercatrice in Contemporary History at the 
University of Florence (Italy) and Chercheure associée at the Institut d’his
toire du temps présent (CNRS) in Paris. She was working as a Research 
Fellow at the International Institute for Holocaust Research Yad Vashem, 
Israel (2010–11); at the Vidal Sassoon Center for the Study of Antisemitism, 
Hebrew University (2013); at the European University Institute in 2014. She 
was Professeure invitée at the Ecole Normale Supérieure in Paris in 2015 
and Université de Paris VIII (2018). She has research experience in several 
areas of contemporary history, in particular the history of European Anti-
Semitism, the history of fascism and the Second World War; the history of 
European Intellectuals in interwar period. Her publications on this topic 
include L’antisemitismo in azione. Pratiche antiebraiche nella Francia degli 
anni Trenta (Milan, 2006, second edition in print); Il Welt-Dienst di Erfurt: 
prime note su un centro transnazionale dell’antisemitismo degli anni ’30, 
H. Paulo, A. Pena (eds.), A cultura do poder. A propaganda nos estados auto
ritarios (Coimbra, Imprensa da Universidade de Coimbra, 2015). 

Annarita Gori, Instituto de Ciências Sociais, Universidade de Lisboa (Portugal) 
She received her PhD and Doctor Europeus (2012) from the University of 
Siena. She is currently Associate Researcher at Instituto de Ciências Sociais, 
Universidade de Lisboa and her field of expertise is the cultural propaganda 
of right-wing dictatorships and the intellectual networks in interwar Europe. 
She has also actively participated in two international groups of investiga
tions: Direitas, História e Memória, and La Raza Latina, La pátria Hispana 
Intelectuales, identidades colectivas e proyectos entre as organizações España, 
Itália e Argentina (1880–1945). She was a visiting scholar at New York 
University (2015) and SciencesPo (2016), and during Spring 2020 she will 
be a visiting professor at Brown University. Her most recent publications 
are ‘Italian Fascism and the Portuguese Estado Novo: International Claims 
and National Resistance’ (with Dr. Almeida de Carvalho), Intellectual His
tory Review, 2019 and ‘Celebrate Nation, Commemorate History, Embody 
the Estado Novo’, Cultural and Social Studies, 15, 2018. 

Daniel Lvovich, Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento (Argentina) 
He obtained his PhD from the Universidad Nacional de la Plata. He is 
a Professor at the Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento and the Uni
versidades Nacionalse de La Plata y San Marin, and independent researcher 
at Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas (CONICET). 
In 2013, he won the Argentinian national competition for the Scientific Inves
tigation Program (PICT) founded by the National Agency for Scientific and  
Technological Promotion (ANPCyT). His project – Desafíos teóricos, historio
gráficos y didácticos del abordaje del pasado reciente en Argentina – deals with 
the relationship between civil society and historiography with the recent 
Argentinian past. 



Contributors xi 

Leandro Pereira Gonçalves, Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora (Brazil) 
He is an Associate Professor at the Department of History of the Federal 
University of Juiz de Fora (UFJF) and Researcher CNPq 2. He obtained 
his PhD in History from the Pontifical Catholic University of São Paulo 
(PUC-SP), with a Junior Visiting Fellowship at the Institute of Social Sci
ences, University of Lisbon (ICS-ULisboa). He obtained his Post-doctorate 
from the National University of Cordoba (Center for Advanced Studies, 
Argentina). He has worked as an Associate Foreign Investigator at the 
Centre for Studies in Religious History at the Portuguese Catholic Univer
sity (CEHR/UCP). He worked as a leader of the Direitas, História e Memória 
(Right-Wing, History and Memory) research group, listed under the Brazilian 
National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq), and 
was a coordinator of the homonymous research network. His current research 
focuses on conservatism in the twentieth century, right-wing studies, Christian
ity and authoritarianism, fascism, integralism and aspects theorized through 
political culture, with special attention to transnational elements between 
Iberia and Latin America. His most recent book, Plínio Salgado: um católico 
integralista entre Portugal e o Brasil (1895–1975), was published in Portugal 
by Imprensa de Ciências Sociais (2017) and in Brazil by Fundação Getulio 
Vargas (2018). 

Paolo Rusconi, Università di Milano (Italy) 
Paolo Rusconi is an Associate Professor of History of Contemporary Art and 
Head of Arts History Specialization Course at the Department of Culture 
and Environment heritage at the Faculty of Humanities at the University of 
Milan. He obtained his PhD in History and Criticism of Artistic and Cultural 
Heritage at the University of Milan (1996/2001). He has conducted thorough 
researches on several topics related to the relationship between the visual 
arts, literature and arts politics in twentieth century Italian culture, with 
a particular interest in the work and the critical acclaim of Amedeo Modi
gliani, Renato Birolli and Pietro Maria Bardi. He has also conducted a lot of 
studies on artistic relations between Italy and Brazil. He is the President of 
the Guido Lodovico Luzzatto Foundation. He is the responsible of the inter
national collaboration agreement between University of Milan and MAC/USP; 
President of the Guido Lodovico Luzzatto Foundation; Scientific Committee  
member of the journal ‘L’uomo nero. Materiali per una storia delle arti della 
modernitá’ (University of Milan) and ‘ACME’ – Annali della Facoltà di Studi 
Umanistici dell’Università degli Studi di Milano. He has been the curator and 
co-curator of exhibitions. 



Acknowledgements
 

The main idea of this volume was conceived during a conference entitled 
‘Crossing Borders’ that was organized by Rita Almeida de Carvalho, António 
Costa Pinto and Annarita Gori, and held at the Institute of Social Science in 
November 2016. Since then, a prolific dialogue has taken place among several 
scholars of interwar fascisms, and this has given rise to the idea of collecting 
innovative contributions regarding the various aspects of right-wing culture 
and politics before the First World War. A first book on this topic, edited by 
António Costa Pinto and Federico Finchelstein (Authoritarianism and Corpor
atism in Europe and Latin America. Crossing Borders (Routledge 2019)), has 
already been published. This volume represents its ideal companion. The first 
thank you goes to António Costa Pinto for supporting our editorial project 
from the beginning, for his suggestions and many insightful remarks. 

We built the main core of this volume around various papers presented at 
the Lisbon meeting. We then collected further contributions from other 
prominent experts in this field, who we would like to thank for having 
embraced the general setting of this work. 

Furthermore, the texts collected here were presented, discussed and revised in 
a series of conferences, workshops and meetings organized at several venues, 
namely the last Latin American Studies Association Conference, the Workshop 
‘Geografias Latinas’ held at the Institute of Social Science of Lisbon, the 
COMFAS-International Association for Comparative Fascist Studies conven
tion hosted by Central University of Budapest and the workshop ‘Fascist bro
kers: Transnational networking in and beyond Europe’ organized at the 
Institute for Advanced Studies Kostanz, in collaboration with Columbia Uni
versity and the New School for Social Research. We are extremely grateful to 
Sven Reichardt, Victoria de Grazia, Federico Finchelstein, Constantin Iordachi, 
Roger Griffin and Isabel Corrêa da Silva for their invitations and for providing 
stimulating environments in which to discuss our ideas. We are grateful to all 
the colleagues and students who attended the meetings and contributed to the 
growth of our work, resulting in the completion of this book. We would like to 
offer some words of appreciation to the Department of Historical Studies of the 
University of Milan that helped us organize a workshop in December 2017, 
where the preliminary results of this work were presented. We are thankful to 



Acknowledgements xiii 

Federico Finchelstein, Patrizia Dogliani and Renato Camurri who animated the 
roundtable. We would like to acknowledge Marcello Flores for his suggestions. 

Annarita Gori would also like to thank the Portuguese Foundation for 
Science and Technology that helped to fund this work, and her colleagues 
at the Institute of Social Sciences of the University of Lisbon for their 
stimulating insights. Valeria Galimi is thankful to her colleagues at the 
Sagas Department at the University of Florence, and we would both like to 
thank the scholars belonging to the network Históriadireitas e memória for 
their precious help. 

The final results also benefited from the suggestions given to us by 
Robert Langham, Senior Publisher for History at Routledge, who strongly 
believed in this book from the beginning and who gave us the necessary 
support to finish it. We are thankful to the anonymous reviewers who gave 
us invaluable suggestions, and we would also like to thank Katy Pugh for 
editing the whole manuscript with dedication and professionalism. 

The final special thanks goes to all the authors: the many suggestions 
that they gave to us, their support and patience has made the publication of 
this book possible. 

Valeria Galimi and Annarita Gori 





1 Hybridizing ideas in the Latin space 
Transnational agents and polycentric 
cross-border networks 

Annarita Gori and Valeria Galimi 

1.1 Crossing borders: intellectuals in the Latin space 

During the interwar period, authoritarian movements and regimes of the 
right – both of the ‘old’ authoritarian and the ‘new’ radical variety – 
embraced nationalist values but at the same time saw themselves as 
transnational agents of an otherwise international intellectual and political 
wave. At the end of the First World War, a growing sense of shared goals, 
commonality of vision, and a feeling of being on a historic mission led 
intellectuals to create networks and political projects that frequently 
crossed national borders.1 

Intellectual figures were central to this transnational process of ideological 
diffusion and cross-fertilization whether by formulating ideas, popularizing 
them across borders or by translating and re-contextualizing them for 
different national contexts and audiences. The recent wave of studies that 
have investigated the circulation of culture, ideas and intellectuals from 
a transnational perspective has provided interesting insights on how the 
formation of cultural and political networks was crucial to this process, 
and how these collective subjects constituted a universe more complex and 
multifaceted than had commonly been assumed. An already consolidated 
literature has thus retraced the activity of intellectuals across differentiated 
political contexts, and illustrated how intellectuals frequently played 
a pivotal role in the decision-making process as non-state actors.2 Within 
this context, far-right and fascist intellectual networks have generated 
strong interest among social scientists as evidenced by the growing number 
of publications on this subject.3 

With roots in this theoretical framework, this book aims to promote 
a different understanding of the role of right-wing intellectuals during the 
interwar period, scrutinizing it in a more comprehensive way. In so doing, 
this volume exploits three main assumptions. 

Firstly, the concept of ‘Latin space’ was adopted here both as a spatial 
viewpoint and as a theoretical/ideological framework within which to 
profitably conduct an analysis of right-wing intellectuals, networks and 
political systems. The term is used here to understand a geographical as 
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well as ‘imagined’ area that encompassed Southern Europe and Latin 
America.4 How was this Latin space conceived in different nations? How 
did actors look at it from the two shores of the Atlantic? Were there 
turning points during the interwar period that had an impact on the 
development and/or crises of this ‘Latin area’? We believe that putting the 
Latin space at the centre of our focus allows us to broaden a perspective 
that had thus far only considered the Italian–German axis as the main and 
almost sole point from which the fascist political model was spread abroad. 
In addition to the prominent influence exerted by Rome and Berlin, other 
ideological and cultural references and matrixes emerge distinctly from this 
Latin geography and present themselves as political options in the panorama 
of the anti-liberal political system.5 The contributions collected here indicate 
how the spread of fascism and the incisiveness of Mussolini’s idea to promote 
a ‘universal fascism’ in Southern Europe and Latin America deserve 
a comprehensive analysis. As a matter of fact, such a ‘Latin perspective’ 
seems to show that rather than it being a phenomenon of simple 
emulation, it is possible to detect an ongoing process of hybridization and re
contextualization in the right-wing panorama, as shown by the emergence of 
successful, and in some cases, extremely long-lasting, alternative political 
models in that area. 

The plurality of models detected within the Latin space leads directly to 
the second perspective: the importance of not limiting our analysis of 
intellectuals’ networks solely to the fascist and far-right context. At a time 
when the ‘transnational turn’ in the study of fascism and dictatorships has 
underlined the need to be liberated from the restraints of national 
historiography, we consider a similar widening of the analytical lens necessary 
when it comes to the intellectuals themselves, viewing them as active 
historical agents of the transnational circulation of ideas and political 
engagement, who contributed to institutions and organizations created ad 
hoc. Such a choice responds to the need to broaden the focus from the 
circulations and exchanges in fascist intellectual circles – independent of their 
acceptance of being a part of the ‘black international’ – to a wider canvas 
composed of a variety of networks and agencies that shared a set of values 
ranging from conservatism to far-right radicalism. Intertwining itself with the 
aforementioned wider Latin geographical perspective, the enlargement of the 
political framework sheds new light on the reference models and cultural 
values that were widely disseminated in the right-wing milieu in Europe and 
beyond. It also helps elucidate the networks and agencies that spread those 
models. Furthermore, this perspective allows us to follow the ongoing 
dialogue among intellectuals gathered in informal groups. These structures 
were often overlooked by historians but were relevant in their action of 
crossing borders and as trailblazers, proposing solutions to the political, 
economic and moral interwar crises. 

Who were the intellectuals at the centre of the right-wing networks? 
How did they act? Were there some common trajectories within the Latin 
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space? To answer these questions it is necessary to abandon the traditional 
biographical approach that gives priority to these figures per se. On the 
contrary, we believe that intellectuals have to be scrutinized through their 
‘global lives’, that is cross-border networks, relationships and paths.6 The 
analysis of their trips, meetings and dialogues across the Atlantic, allows us 
to investigate these subjects as mediators – or brokers7 – of cultural ideas 
and exchanges. In addition, in order to better understand this fascinating 
interwar intellectual flux, the juxtaposition of the analysis of the profiles of 
well-known, high-ranking politicians and leaders with the study of mid-level 
civil servants and propagandists, as well as engaged journalists, writers and 
artists is particularly useful and opens a new and interesting research 
horizon. Indeed, following such a perspective not only gives us an improved 
knowledge of this heterogeneous group that has almost always been the 
throbbing heart of the circulation of ideas and political projects, but also 
allows us to observe the transformations that the notion of the intellectual 
suffered during the interwar period. 

1.2 Transatlantic agents: journeys and ideas 

The cross-border trajectories of some right-wing intellectuals who have 
embodied literature, journalism, poetry, art and architecture and politics, are 
the main topic of the first part of this volume. The first four chapters 
investigate, respectively, António Sardinha, Ramiro de Maetzu, Pietro Bardi 
and Plínio Salgado from a network perspective as transnational agents. Even if 
the periods spent abroad and analysed in these chapters were sometimes quite 
short, the duration of time spent away and the influence of the figures analysed 
in this section were highly significant in terms of the ongoing flow of ideas 
both in their own countries and overseas. Some key concepts emerge from 
these four chapters: the cultural and political project of a macro-national 
identity that encompassed several countries across the Atlantic; the importance 
of Catholicism in political theorisation and its radicalization; the role played 
first by the European right-wing conservative movements and then by the 
dictatorships in the intellectual dialogue during the interwar period. 

This is clearly explained in Chapter 4 (Pietro Maria Bardi’s first journey 
to South America: A narrative of travel, politics and architectural Utopia). 
Analysing the journey made by Bardi towards Latin America in 1933–1934, 
Paolo Rusconi embraces a multidimensional perspective on the theme of 
the circulation of ideas, encompassing the cultural importance of travel, 
the significance of visual propaganda and the overlapping of the personal 
and public life of intellectuals. In particular, the thoughts that Bardi noted 
down in his personal notebook along with his drawings and his collection 
of press cuttings offer a close look at both Bardi’s personal connections 
with the Latin American right-wing cultural milieu and the way in which 
Fascism promoted Italian modernism abroad as an artistic embodiment of 
the regime. 
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Another journey across the Atlantic is traced by Leandro Pereira Gonçalves 
in Chapter 5 (Plínio Salgado between Brazil and Portugal: Formation and 
transformation of Brazilian integralism). This chapter focuses on the 
network that Salgado established with Portuguese conservative thinkers 
during his stay in Lisbon. As the author highlights, following Plínio’s 
transnational trajectory allows us to better understand the multiple discursive 
matrixes and cultural circulation in the field of right-wing appropriations, 
taking into consideration the relationship between Catholicism and the 
Lusitanian components. What emerges from Pereira’s analysis is indeed the 
multiple elements at the origin of Ação Integralista Brasileira, the  right-
wing party founded by Salgado: the thought of António Sardinha; the 
ideological pillars of the Portuguese Estado Novo and Catholic doctrine. 
These components had a significant impact, more so than Italian fascism 
tout court, especially during the late thirties when Salazar’s regime emerged 
as a corporatist, Catholic and conservative alternative to both democracy 
and totalitarianism. 

The Portuguese writer, poet and historian António Sardinha was indeed 
one of the preeminent traditionalist intellectuals in Southern Europe in the 
aftermath of the Great War and his intellectual path is the focus of Chapter 2 
(António Sardinha and his Ibero-American connections: Traditionalism and 
universalism’ by Sérgio Campos Matos). Once again a journey – this time 
Sardinha’s exile to Madrid from 1919 to 1921 – represents a remarkable 
opportunity for the theorization and the mapping of his political and cultural 
discourse based on tradition, Catholicism, counter-revolution, ethnic 
nationalism and historicism. In particular, his theories about Hispanismo played 
a pivotal role in the renewal of the political vocabulary that put Portugal in 
connection not only with Spain but also with other Latin-American nations. 
Campos Matos thus investigates Sardinha not so much as a precursor to 
Salazar’s regime, but mostly as a transnational and cross-cultural intellectual. 
Since Sardinha had an impact on the cultural environment in Spain and Brazil, 
particular attention is paid to the formation and spread of his thought from 
the influence exerted on him by Fustel de Coulanges and Charles Maurras. 

Catholicism, historical legacy and traditionalism are keywords that are also 
crucial in  Chapter  3 (Ramiro de Maeztu between  Spanish  and Argentinian  
nationalism). Here Alfonso Botti and Daniel Lvovich explain how de Maeztu 
perfectly embodied the figure of the transnational agent, describing the period in 
which he was appointed as ambassador in Argentina by Primo de Riveira. 
There, de Maeztu established constructive collaborations with Zacarías de 
Vizcarra, a prominent actor of Spanish reactionary Catholicism, and with the 
young nationalists gathered around the magazine La Nueva Republica. Even 
though de Maeztu’s stay in the South American country was short, he left 
a notable mark in the cross-pollinated development of Spanish and Argentinean 
nationalisms. In addition, he contributed to formulating the concept of 
Hispanidad, a cultural and political programme that aimed to encompass all the 
pueblos that shared the same Hispanic language, culture and race. 
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1.3 Agencies and networks 

The aforementioned agents represented the main core of an imbricate 
network with various degrees of informality composed simultaneously by 
state and non-state agencies. All four chapters in the second section of this 
volume deal with this reality, focusing on agencies, informal associations 
and circles of journalists, politicians and homme de lettre: the professional 
association of La Presse Latine, the Maurrassianism circles gathered around 
the magazine Je suis partout, the fascist journalists that operated in 
Argentina, Uruguay and Chile and the South American corporatist network 
of intellectual-politicians. The scrutiny of these agencies illuminates how 
they can be considered as pieces of a broader cross-border intellectual 
exchange arena: an ideal space in which intellectuals discussed key concepts 
such as the right-wing version of pan-Latinism; the category of fascism and 
its national variations; the diffusion of the corporatist model outside of 
Europe; and the influence of the conservative right as it related to 
Maurras’s political thought, which was already in crisis in France, but still 
attractive abroad. Furthermore, covering at least a ten-year period, the texts 
presented in this section allow us to follow changes within the analysed 
networks and, more generally, to emphasize the ways in which mutations 
that occurred in the broader political, cultural and economic context of the 
interwar period closely affected the cultural references within states and in 
the Latin space. 

In Chapter 6 (The Association de la Presse Latine: Efforts and failure of 
a right-wing transnational pan-Latinist project), Annarita Gori illustrates 
how some of the right-wing transnational culture keywords – common 
roots, historical legitimation, pan-ism – that had already emerged in texts 
written by Campos Matos and Botti and Lvovich found an ideal forum for 
discussion in the Association de la Presse Latine (The Association of Latin 
Press). Tracing almost 20 years of the association’s activity, the author 
elucidates the role played by journalists in finding a right-wing cultural and 
political solution to the post-war collective crisis, by the concrete 
implementation of pan-Latinism. This chapter shows the rise and fall of 
this macro-national project that found a place in the wider interwar right-
wing political environment but progressively lost its appeal during the mid-
thirties due to its poor incisiveness and clashes with other hyper-nationalist 
concepts that arose and propagandized the far-right regimes. 

In Chapter 9 (Local and global connections of Argentinian, Uruguayan and 
Chilean fascists in the thirties and early forties), Ernesto Bohoslavsky and 
Magdalena Broquetas stress the importance of the press as a transnational 
agency. In particular, the analysis of magazines such as Crisol, Bandera 
Argentina, El Pampero, Acción Chilena and Trabajo and Corporaciones 
efficaciously frame the Southern Cone fascists dynamic and connections both 
within the Latin American context and on a transatlantic scale/scenario. Many 
suggestions arise from this text: the importance of the anti-communist, anti
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Semitic and Catholic components in almost all the Argentinian, Chilean and 
Uruguayan fascist movements; the attempt to combine a local political agenda 
with goals, interest and self-perceptions shared with similar organizations 
beyond national borders; and the relationships with right-wing European 
models. The analysis of this last point reveals the presence of a vast and 
multifaceted galaxy of associations, movements and parties that while inspired 
by the main fascist models that arose in Europe during the twenties had 
a proper ‘peripherical’ connotation and self-consciousness. This opens a new 
perspective on the ‘nature of fascisms’ through time and space, by de-centring 
the traditional German-Italian perspective, and sheds light on how Southern 
Cone fascist parties and politicians developed political and intellectual 
connections not just with European fascism but above all with other peripheral 
fascisms. 

The importance of intellectual networks is also very much present in 
Chapter 7 (Les amis étrangers: Maurrassian circles and a French perspective 
on the Latin space during the thirties) by Valeria Galimi. She draws the 
trajectories of some young hommes de lettres close to Charles Maurras and 
their ongoing dialogue with other Southern European and Latin American 
thinkers close to the far-right regimes. The focus of this chapter is thus the 
activity of those intellectuals gathered around the newspaper Je Suis 
Partout. A perspective that, thanks to an examination of travel reportages, 
correspondence and meeting procedure, gives an interesting overview of 
some of the agencies and networks active in originally re-elaborating pivotal 
ideas of the right-wing milieu. On the one hand, it is possible to reconstruct 
how some of the Maurrassian milieu looked at the ‘Iberian world’, which is 
an area that is defined not only in Spain and Portugal but also in Latin 
American countries. A world that was followed with attention because 
young French nationalists felt close to the cultural and political affinities it 
emphasized. At the same time, dissidents of the Action Française moving 
away from the Maître were attracted by other solutions proposed by the 
Latin area, in particular by Franco’s Spain and Salazar and by the spread 
of new authoritarian regimes in Latin America. 

‘Intellectual-politicians’ were pivotal to the creation of the corpus of new 
authoritarian nationalist constructs in Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru and 
many other Latin American countries. In Chapter 8 (Atlantic crossings: 
Intellectual-politicians and the diffusion of corporatism in thirties Latin 
America), António Costa Pinto scrutinizes the trajectories and the 
dissemination of the work of some of these ‘intellectual-politicians’. In  
particular, he stresses the influence of Social Catholicism and corporatist 
doctrine in this process. As a matter of fact, the Roman Catholic Church 
and its associated lay organizations and intellectuals, following the 
publication of Papal encyclicals, became central transnational agents in the 
introduction of corporatist alternatives to the excesses of liberal capitalism. 
Catholic intellectual-politicians thus gave voice to an impressive process that 
spread social and political corporatist ideas associated mainly with Iberia 
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throughout Latin America, thereby avoiding a sole association with Italian 
Fascism. As with the other causes analysed in this volume, it is possible to 
detect a circulation of thoughts and recurrent keywords that show how the 
authoritarian South American regimes conveyed the Action Française 
doctrine blended with the corresponding Iberian elite movements – Acción 
Española in Spain and Integralismo Lusitano in Portugal. 

1.4 Right-wing intellectuals in action during the interwar period: 
towards a broader perspective 

The travels, circulation of ideas, agents and networks in the wider and 
imbricate framework of right-wing intellectuals during the interwar period 
on a transatlantic scale are the main focus of this volume. The analyses 
proposed in each chapter make an original contribution to the 
aforementioned debate on right-wing interwar authoritarian regimes that 
currently animate the social sciences. In particular, we decided to respond 
to the stimulating challenge of studying the ‘mediators’ or ‘brokers’ –  
transnational agents and networks – in order to enrich the framework of 
analysis and allow us to see these intellectuals in action, in the public 
space and in political engagement. 
Each chapter, without claiming to offer an exhaustive overview, succeeds 

in showing the usefulness of choosing such an approach, in particular 
regarding the question of ‘models’ and their exportation and cross-border 
hybridization. If there is no doubt that Fascist Italy was a cultural 
reference in the twenties and even subsequently,8 and it exercised a 
powerful fascination as a ‘new’ political system, the analysis of the Latin 
space also confirms that other traditional references had an even stronger 
impact in that area. This is demonstrated, for instance, by the weight of 
Maurrassianism and, above all, by the strong influence wielded by 
conservative Catholicism. Furthermore, the complete consolidation of 
right-wing authoritarianism in Latin America as a reverse wave during 
the thirties denoted a similar process regarding the influence of Fascist Italy – 
as well as German Nazism – that was initially blended and subsequently 
overcome by other conservative, corporatist and Catholic models, such as the 
Portuguese Estado Novo or Franco’s regime.9 

Could we thus have spoken of the failure of the spread of the 
‘Universality of Fascism’? When conceiving this volume we assumed that 
instead of replying directly to this query, it was more interesting to present 
how the fascist model was contaminated, re-elaborated and re-adapted in 
a cross-border dimension, and how other matrixes also influenced the many 
political systems that composed the multifaceted right-wing universe during 
the twenties and thirties in the Latin space. Similarly, the analysis of the 
hybridization process that happened in the area highlighted the fragile 
balance between transnational claims and national resistances, or rather 
between the multiple attempts to diffuse common ideas and models across 
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borders and the internal resistance due to the strong power that nationalistic 
feeling and values still exercised during the interwar period.10 

These frictions became more evident from the mid-thirties onwards. The 
rapid changes that followed the Abyssinian war, the aggressiveness of Nazi 
Germany, the will of the Latin American nations to affirm themselves as 
independent subjects, the consciousness gained by the Portuguese and Spanish 
regimes, and the political instability in France all led to a cooling, or at least 
to a deep modification of the transnational exchanges among right-wing 
intellectuals in the Latin Area. The idea of a shared cross-border space that 
encompassed Southern European and Latin American countries progressively 
weakened on the eve of the Second World War in the face of the growing 
importance of the national perspective and the radicalization of older 
nationalistic concepts, as in the case of Hispanidad. The attention towards the 
Latin area allows us to identify the existence of a kind of ‘multipolar’ space 
that adds to and partially overlaps the Italian–German axis in embodying 
a political and cultural model, even if on a different scale. This geographical 
and political space reached its apogee during the twenties but started to 
decline in less than a decade and completely lost its appeal in the aftermath of 
the Second World War. The aim of this volume is thus to highlight the 
importance of the Latin space, understood as a geographical area and cultural 
context in which interwar right-wing intellectuals acted and in which they 
found a plurality of cultural and political matrixes that encompassed fascism 
but also nationalism – in all its variations – Catholicism, traditionalism and 
so on. An analysis that, while not hypothesizing an assumed superiority of 
Latin space, opens the path for further investigations on how such a space 
was seen from other macro-areas, for instance from Nazi Germany. 

A last point that emerges from this volume is both a result of the analysis 
presented here and an indication for further investigation. All the networks 
and circles scrutinized in the eight chapters recreate a world ruled 
prevalently by men. The lack of women’s presence seems to reflect a more 
general tendency in the right-wing interwar scenario, but we think that 
further studies on other figures and agencies should be undertaken in the 
near future. Such scrutiny not only seems urgent and beneficial for a further 
understanding of the right-wing universe, but also necessary in order to 
delineate how, as has happened in other cases, the gender dimension could 
make a decisive contribution to this field.11 

Notes 
1	 See, among others, Akira Iriye, Cultural Internationalism and World Order 

(Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997); Isabella Löhr and Roland Wenzlhuemer, 
eds., The Nation State and Beyond: Governing Globalization Processes in the19th 
and Early 20th Century (Berlin: Springer, 2013); Glenda Sluga, Internationalism 
in the Age of Nationalism (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013); 
Madeleine Herren, Martin Rüeschand and Christiane Sibille, Transcultural 
History (Berlin: Springer, 2012); Daniel Laqua, “Internationalism and 
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Nationalism in the League of Nations’ Work for Intellectual Cooperation,” in 
Internationalism, Imperialism and the Formation of the Contemporary World: The 
Pasts of the Present, Palgrave Macmillan Transnational History Series (Basing
stoke: Palgrave, 2018), 59–85. 

2	 Among the now several studies see: Jeremy Jennings and Anthony Kemp-Welch, 
eds., Intellectuals in Politics. From the Dreyfus Affair to Salman Rushdie 
(Londres and New York: Routledge, 1997); Michel Leymarie and Jean-François 
Sirinelli, L’Histoire des intellectuels aujourd’hui (Paris: Presses Universitaires de 
France, 2003); Gisèle Sapiro, La Responsabilité de l’écrivain. Littérature, droit et 
morale en France (XIXe–XXIe siècle) (Paris: Les éditions du Seuil, 2011); Max
imiliano Fuentes Codera, Ángel Duarte and Patrizia Dogliani, eds., Itinerarios 
reformistas, perspectivas revolucionarias (Zaragoza: Cometa, 2016); Ferran 
Archilés and Maximiliano Fuentes Codera, eds., Ideas compromidas. Los intellec
tuales y la politica (Akal ediciones, 2018); Badel, Ferragu and alii (2012). 

3	 New contributions are now available, more generally, on fascism from 
a transnational perspective, such as Arnd Bauerkämper and Grzegorz Rossoliński 
Liebe, eds., Fascism without Borders: Transnational Connections and Cooperation 
between Movements and Regimes in Europe from 1918 to 1945 (New York: Ber
ghahn, 2017), that collected the papers from a conference held in Berlin in 2014, but 
it is limited to European fascism. Europe is at the centre of a book edited by Antó
nio Costa Pinto and Aristotle Kallis, Rethinking Fascism and Dictatorship in Europe 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2014). Other works instead deal with fascism’s 
relations outside Europe (Federico Finchelstein, Transatlantic Fascism: Ideology, 
Violence and the Sacred in Argentina and Italy, 1919–1945 (2010); Stein Ugelvik 
Larsen, ed., Fascism outside Europe: The European Impulse against Domestic Condi
tions in the Diffusion of Global Fascism (Boulder, CO, 2001)). See also Ángel 
Alcalde, War Veterans and Fascism in Interwar Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2017); and now also António Costa Pinto and Federico Finchel
stein, Authoritarianism and Corporatism in Europe and Latin America (London and 
New York: Routledge, 2019) and Ismael Saz, Zira Box, Toni Morant and Julián 
Sanz, eds., Reactionary Nationalists, Fascists and Dictatorships in the Twentieth 
Century: Against Democracy (Palgrave Macmillan, 2019). 

4	 The concept of ‘Latin space’ is used here to describe a geographical area that 
encompassed Southern European nations with Latin roots (namely Spain, Portu
gal, France and Italy) and Latin America. More specifically, the choice to devote 
just one chapter to Fascist Italy and in it, privilege the history of art approach, 
is functional to the whole structure of the volume. Leaving Italy in the back
ground as an essential benchmark for the right wing experience in the Latin 
space, allow us to focus our attention on other geographical and cultural spaces 
and better understand the process of cross-fertilization and re-adaptation of the 
ideas elaborated in intellectual networks. On the notion of ‘Space’ and Trans
national History see: Ángel Alcalde, “Spatializing Transnational History: Euro
pean Spaces and Territories,” European Review of History: Revue européenne 
d’histoire 25, no. 3–4 (2018): 553–67. 

5	 See, “La culture fasciste entre latinité et méditerranéité (1880–1940),” Special 
Issue of Cahiers de la Méditerranéité, edited by Jérémy Guedj and Barbara 
Meazzi, 95 (December 2017). 

6	 On the notion of ‘global lives’ see Miles Ogborn, Global Lives: Britain and the 
World, 1550–1800. Cambridge Studies in Historical Geography (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2008), Isabelle Löhr, “Lives Beyond Borders, Or: 
How to Trace Global Biographies, 1880–1950,” Comparativ 23, no. 6 (2013), 
Special Issue Lives Beyond Borders. A Social History, edited by Madeleine 
Herren and Isabella Löhr: 6–20. 
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7	 On the categories of ‘fascist brokers’, a series of workshops between 2016 and 
2017 was organized, in collaboration with the University of Cambridge, Colum
bia University and the New School for Social Research. See the online report of 
the second one by Simon Lengemann, URL: www.hsozkult.de/conferencereport/ 
id/tagungsberichte-7220 (last access 01.08.2019). 

8	 Federico Finchelstein, Transatlantic Fascism: Ideology, Violence, and the Sacred 
in Argentina and Italy 1919–1945 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press: 2010). 

9	 On the transnational dissemination of authoritarian institutions in the Era of 
Fascism in Latin America see: António Costa Pinto, Latin American Dictator
ships in the Era of Fascism: The Corporatist Wave (New York and London: 
Routledge, 2019). 

10	 For a bi-lateral perspective see Annarita Gori and Rita Almeida de Carvalho, 
“Italian Fascism and the Portuguese Estado Novo: International Claims and 
National Resistance,” Intellectual History Review (2019). DOI: 10.1080/ 
17496977.2019.1648055. 

11	 The transnational gender dimension in other contexts has already provided 
some interesting insights: see, among others, Nicole Racine and Michel Tre
bitsch, eds., Intellectuelles. Du genre en histoire des intellectuels (Bruxelles: 
Editions Complexe, 2004); Clare Midgley, Alison Twells and Julie Carlier, 
eds., Women in Transnational History. Connecting the Local and the Global 
(Routledge, 2016). 
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