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 ABSTRACT 

The safety of the food supply has been an area of major 
public concern since early times. â€˜Food scaresâ€™ can have a 
rapid and long-lasting impact on the populationâ€™s 
consumption patterns and on the economic viability of 
affected food producers. Enforcement of legislation to 
reduce the risk of contamination of the food supply is an 
important function of national and international bodies. 
However, information on the possible toxic effects of 
different contaminants and on the levels of exposure from 
diet is often incomplete, leaving opportunity for consumer 
concern about the possible health effects of the food 
supply. Food contamination incidents are often widely 
reported, and public concern about the implications of 
novel processes for the safety of foods is high.
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